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EDITORIAL

| am afraid that | will have to pass on some very sad news received last weel
Robert Kroetsch, Canadian Prairie writer, was killed in a car accrotnna¥orce
andimportantinspiration for Canadian writers, Bob, a wonderful man, was quite
simplyone of our begtlentsand a supportive and enthusiastic proponent of the
small press industry in this country. Sadlgfin its third summefjnds itself
extending condol en dandy, faendd, ared yjnen@aaadiany t «
writing communiti§i he is irreplaceable.udoss is personal, professional, and
profound. As a young man, Bob worked on the MacKenzie River barges and
understood the North, its culture, and its pe@ab.and | could tk for hours|f
you havenot read his work, this summe
acquaintance. It is always well worth the experience.

This issue afuinis one whiclwould have intriguelob, because it focuses on
the theme oflisabilityi cultural, social, political, and personal. When we began
thinking abouthe nature of disabilitit seemed that we would be working with a
specialization. Surprisingly, dnesbroadened and became inclusjuinbhas always
beenserendipdusg rather than exclusiveBob alwayvalued angromoted breadth,
as well as depth, in experience and.fieldsv er t i sed as Canada
was a Renaissance nmapersoi wellversegdcomfortable anywher@ndconversant
in many mediums. | like think that Bob (a master of the long poem) would have
been very pleased and excited thrahk third timequints offering anothgrremiere
frombillt r e mbFireaMitltoFerei ke OPANI C BaREATHI NGO
CELECTRI ClI ANS® UNI| GONSBIOUTION PLRZA issimply
stunningl another illuminatioh r om t r e mb |l ay 0 s thelampzinllid i s
andpowerful muralsf Mexicarsocial realigtnd revolutionary David Sigos. Fire
With Fires currently seekingpaess so we aramonghe very first to seselections
from thislong poem We would like to thank bill for his generosity, sharing his work
with use, and wish him the best of luck fin&ing With Fira homeB.C.Artist and
poetGail Whitter haprovided us witla selectio of beautifully craftedaikufrom
her canon And we would like to welcome nfiction writers Debra Cutshaw and
Terri Elders and their beautifully crafted worlcgitot

As well, ouR011 Junessuas honoured to be able to display the works stsarti
from Infinite Beauty / Finite Resdlnec2811 Community Art $fhast is currently
housed in the Sam Waller Museum in TheQRageviewers, John Butler and Gary
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A. Kozak, as always, have been doing some very interestingogadinde you
with books to consider for your summer readitsgalwayshisquinis designed to
stimulate the mindndsatisfythe eye Dr.John Butler anot her of Bo
and colleaguelsas generously providi first part of thougk-provoking paper
aboutdisabling effect of the colonial project in K{nedhe next issyiae will
enlighten us about the murder of Queen Miny given oufocus,| thought you may
be interested in a piece of my work on Post Traumatic Shock Syndrome and comi
culture in the United States.

| wonot k éisigsugahe quifstmy tomger. We are looking forward
being back iseptembewith with morefrom the Northfor you to discover.

Sue Matheson
Managing Editor
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selecedfrom Fire With Fire

by hill tremblay

OPREFACED®OG

In the winter of 19988 | was on a bus in Mexico City with Phil Garrison headin:
southwest on Insurgentadien | saw a big billboard with the word SIQUEIROS in
red, featuring a processed portrait of him in photographic black wearing a crow
thorns made of bayonets. It was an ad for his permanent ekXhéitylarch of
Humanityat the PolyforumMaybe it wa Mexico, the mixture of folk art and
liberation theology, but it astonished me that at least some people regarded a m
painter as a Chrifigure.

The metaphor set its hook in me, though | had already been to Coyoacan te
notes forwhatwould besc;e a book of poems about L
So Siqueiros was set on the Haaker. AfteiShooting Script: Door at&srpublished
[2003] and | went through my usual period of gathering strength, | turned my atter
to him, wondering ithere could be a verbal equivalent to his style, a kouhaotete
expressionis®m opposed to the Cubism, abstract expressionism and easel painting
were prevalent during his lifetime. The trope of this book has become that the pa
are murals, agrating on a big canvas, that theystlte which are made to mosmed

come alive, that they are, | i ke Si que



CONSTITUTION PLAZA

A fifty-foot flag pole with huge silk

Mexican flag luffs in the May Day breeze.

On the plaza, hundreds massed for the manifestation,
mariachi bands gharroostumes

bright spring morning,

banners everywhere: TROTSKY OUT NOW!
He, Angelica, Adrianna, and Luis among them
throngs eager as track stars for the gun to sound
asthe parade marshals with CMP armbands walk up,
all smiles.
What a crowd! What a day!
Contreras blows his whistle, the marshals form the crowd.
Angelica steps out in front as the march
takes its first step along government buildings,

turningtoward he cat hedral s i ron gates.

Military trucks tear up

National Guardsmen jump out

form into phalanxes, bayonets on rifles,

so many they surround the march and move in
like lions herding antelope.

The crowd panics, breaks ranks, groups sprinting



a ranbow suddenly explodes into its colors
each exit blocked by trucks.
A platoon stamps its boots as it closes in,
rifle-butts Contreras down, unconscious, face bloody.
shots fired, screams.
David nods to Luis, takes Angelicads

Adriannathey all sprint for the cathedral.

In the sunless interior where Mass is being sung
he sees a Satan hovering red above the faithful,
its black claws clutching nave buttress columns

blocking Heaven.

The priest turns to face the people



Oor atres ,for astteart l ed t o see

striding straight toward him down center aisle
gunshots outside.

A shaft of colored light through stairgldss windows,

clouds of incense upon a lartienlife Jesus.

The priest makes a quick sign of the Cross.

dDo youseek sanctuary?

A Only passage.

The priest motions them forward, unlocks the altar rail.

All run up the steps and disappear around the altar,
making our way through sacristy, door, sunlight,
down brick walkways onto the street

hail a taxi, jJump in, speeff just missing

being cut in half by the scissors of law and army.

refugees



A Birdodos Wi

by Debra Cutshaw

They said that | was going to die. What velvet talking. No big deal. All | cou
think about was birdsd wings. | s t he
have to believe in Angels first. To

now, and the sunlight feels good and warm and so good and so warm. Coffee an

burnt toast. Wake up and smell the ¢
Blankt ouc hi ngs. Theydre serving break
thatod e r . My eyes hurt from the smell

President Lincoln was in a coma once before he died; the doctor held his har
At | east, thatos what the book said.
liked t too. Did he hear everyone around him crying? Do | hear everyone around
crying? | 6m carefully |listening, but

sheets are clean, and youdre not hunc
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| hear a bird. Not more. A window must be open. | remember windows in th
roomi my room. My roomA r oo m pbly VirgimaVdoslf, vhavkilled herself
walking. Did she hear birds by the ocean? Or was it the sea? But | only read on

her bapks.

My hand turns cold now. But , | st |

face which smiles.

The End
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by John Butler, UniversityCollege of the North, The Pas, Canada

In the last chapter on Korea we saw how after the departure of the Du
castaways in 1668, Korea began a serious policy of isolating itself from wh:
increasingly inwaitdoking government believed was the pernicious influence
Europeans. In 1785 kg Chongjo had declared Christianity a heresy and h
prohibited its practise. Christians were persecuted, and Confucianism bec
entrenched. The occasional brave missionary like Zhoum@eneaked into the
kingdom, but traders were rebuffed, and cantaith the outside world came only
through China or Japan. However, one event took place which seemed to galvani
Korean authorities in their xenophobia; thiswas teteassd | ed 0Si | k L«
1801. In 1801 a Christian convert, Hwangyo8g who had taken the name
Alexander, wrote a letter on silk to the French bishop in Beijing in which he sugge
that if the Catholic Church wanted to convert the Koreans, they should send over
hundred ships filled with soldiers, who would thent asisisionaries in their work

and force the King to grant religious freedom. The letter was intercepted and Hv
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was summarily executed. King Sunjo ¢Bd)Ohad become frightened that the
promotion of foreign religion was simply a cover for foreign onyaand his
government clamped down on everything Western that had not already |
suppressed. Socially, there was a lot of unrest, with peasant rebellions occurr
fairly regular intervals through the eighteenth and early nineteenth century wl
akhough they ended in failure and repression, contributed to the gradual underm
of the social system and forced successive governments into taking repre
measures. In 1860 the British and French took Beijing, which must have giv
profound shocko the Koreans, who still paid lip service to Chinese suzerainty, ¢
who reacted by further retiring into isolation from the West.

Il n 1864 King Chool-yea odCroovm Rridce succeledetd to
the Korean throne as Kipjong. He was effectively first in the power of a regenc
led by Queen Kim Jorgyn, widow of the late ruler, and then by his own father, Kin
Chooljongds brother, who didnot beco
adopted Prince Kojong. Kojgmd s f at h e r-yn (1B2601898)¢ ettetown H a
as the Hungson Taeon Kun, or Great Prince of the Court, would emerge as th
effective ruler of Korea whilst Kojong was a minor, and after that he would still wi

a great deal of power and influeabeost until his death. Yi Hem was a wily and
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devious man, deeply conservative yet not totally rigid in outlook; he professed to c
all foreigners, yet would eventually throw in his lot with the Japanese, which prov
be a terrible mistake bothrfhim and for Korea itself. At the same time, however
even his conservatism was not ateigrthe Korean situation in the nineteenth century
was not simply a polarised quarrel k
more complex and volatile nureé of the two. For example, as far as foreign religio
was concerned, the Taen Kun was initially quite tolerant of Catholics, but this
would soon change. Frederick Mackenz
a great deal more later, noted fieHaun was o0a man of gr e
no scrupleso (18). He was, a Japanes
and convincingly, possessed a stronc¢
(Sunoda, g. in Simbirtseva n.portraits and photographs of the -lizan Kun show

a slighthybuilt elderly man, clever or sly rather than intellectual, withlidleady cold
eyes which look down, a moustache and wispy dark beard. He is always dr
Koreanstyle, in contrast to Kingojong, who is often photographed either in military
uniform or a Westerstyle suit, sometimes including the obligatorhabpas well as

in his red and gold Korean royal costume.

The Taewon Kun lived in the Unhyeongung (Cladangingoverthe-Valley)
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Palace, a building with a very apt name for its occupant. It is a small building as p
go, and may be seen today preserved as an example of ninetdentrangbdiie.
The palace has a largish open courtyard, surrounded by rooms openingdnto i
facing away from the sun when the day is at its hottest; nowadays the whole plac
an almost cloistdike feel to it, although this may be simply because the hustle
bustle of palae&e has been silent for so long. The servants are now akdeaad
the Hungson Tawon Kun himself less than a shadow on the walls of the inn
rooms, which still smell faintly of lacquer. Yet the realistic figures placed in the ro
one of whom bears a remarkable likeness to theiknoegh inhabitant, mightill
serve to invoke his rather sinister presence for visitors with some imagination as
peer over the rope barriers into the darkened recesses. King Kojong had been
there, and it was the scene of his wedding to MyanmggMin in 1867, when hasv
fifteen and she one year older. The wedding ceremony is regudadygted for
tourists, the costumes and music meticulously researched and authentically pres
one of the authords regrets on his tv
It was not atil Kojong married and Queen Min began to exert her influence th
the Taewon Kun was forced to bridle himself, or at least start looking over

shoulder. In the early days of his power he even included Japanese as foreign
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di dndot | i Xktee Japanese battlesbimlo8viiich the Koreans claimed had
opened fire first, was shot at by Korean shatteries as it lay off the Korean coast.
The Japanese government decided, after this incident, to negotiate with the Ko
for the use of tradm ports, and full diplomatic relations between the two countrig
were established with the Treaty of Kanghwa. This move upset the Chinese, whc
it @ a provocation; the Japanese government seemed to be recognising that F
nominally a vassal stataled Chinese Empire, could now make a treaty with a foreic
country on its own, without even the formality of clearance from Beijing. For |
moment, however, there was little that the Qing government could do. This situa
would not continue indefinitely

The Americans were not so lucky; in 1866 they had made an attempt to este
trade relations with the Koreans, who had hitherto never expressed any desire fol
relations, by landing on Kanghwa Island. The Koreans had suppgisiéd,ori
wrongly, that the foreigners wanted to go to Pyongyang from a base on the islant
rob the royal tombs, because this had actually happened recently, and an Americ:
been involved. The robbery had included a desecration of the grave beldhging

Taewo n Ku n & Fhe Kardarts esent an emissary to tell the Americans th

! Tomb-robbing was in fact the purpose of an expedition in 1867 led by a German, Ernst Oppert, and an American named Jenkickidetich
Jesuit priest from France as a guide and a number of Chinese and Malay sailors, allalmed tote et h. Mackenzi e call e
(19). Theycou | dn ot break or | ife the huge stones covering the gricawves,
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Governor Park Kysu had no authority of his own to open such negotiations, and
any case they did not trade with foreigners. The American signdr@l Sherman
now unfortunately went aground as it sailed up the Taitong river, after having
told to turn back by Korean troops. The Governor, now acting on the authority of 1
Taewon Kun, was ordered by the | atter
toleave at once. |l f they do not, kil |
out, resulting in the American ship first being attacked witrring@s and cannon,
followed by a turtlship. When these had little result, a resourceful Korean serge
then suggested using fst@ps, which were much more effective. Sinermamas set
abl aze and a wholesale sl aughter of
partso6é of the dead Americans wer-&onoc
Kun hear d of the action, he o0l aughed i
assumes, had been avenged.

Retaliation from the Americans, entirely justified under the circumstances,
the next year; the Koreans having explained that they believed theStanéte had
been in the wrong, the American government resorted to gunboat diplomacy

squadron of five ships, one of which carried Frederick’ ltiosv,United States

consular authorities in Shkemghai rpellaaded ,J dinbkuitn st hoenr et rwiaasl ,n0botMae n o u

2 Frederick Ferdinand Low (182B394), formerly Governor of California (18@%¥) was United States Minister to China (1869. In fairness one
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minister in China, now sailed up the Han river and attacked the Korean forts wi

linedt he banks. Low was enthusiastic a
superior, Hami |l ton Fish (November 2 2
alone prevents retaliation and adds

npn)fEven though they were outgunned,

up handfuls of dust to fling in the eyes of the Americans when they had nothing le
fight witho (Mackenzie 21). Sever al

in the dash, yet the United States eventually withdrew from the island becaus
Mackenzie rather contemptuously not e
but retired (21). Low, for his part,
been by Asis in general, assuming that being a past Governor of California had g
him i nsight, as he confided to Fish,

| argely into the oriental charactero

should note that as a Republican a@sgman Low did object to what he felt were-stangent laws enacted against Chinese immigrants.

8 The American ships also brought along a more interesting passenger than the rather ignorant Low. This was Felice 0o EEIRB€08), a
Venetianbom British photographer based in Yokohama since 1863. He travelled widely, photographing sites in India, Greece, Pdlestine, Ch
Japan and Sudan, and he was the first person ever to take a photograph of Korea, a view of a boat on the Han rivbiquitbuhenountains in

the background. He also took pictures of the 350 dead Koreans after the battle with American forces. For details, s&hStephen, AnFeli
and the First TKePhaographit\GoflectoVdl837Nb., 1§1982).
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Ki ng Koj ongndesnto wonf atshsee sisnci dent <co
he wrote to the Board of Rites in Bei
they had come with peaceful intentions, that nobody need harbour suspicion, that
certainly would hurt ronep b u't asked O0Why, t hen, |
soldiers? Why did they refuse to mee
once agreeing with the Taen Kun without compulsion, believed that all the talk of
peaceful intentions was nothin mor e t han o©0a device to
moving into Korea with a greater force (Chang, n.p.n.). In this last assumption he
wrong, but what was certainly true was that Korea simply did not want a treaty
the United States in 1871, mites of the fact that the Americans, aside from wantin
to punish those who had destroyedShermaand killed its crew, genuinely wished to
clear the matter up and seek better relations with Korea. It did not look this way tc
Koreans, and the Chimes gover nment fully support
against the foreigners. As a result, no trade treaty would be signed with the U
States for another ten years. These incidents let the Koreans know in no unce
terms that outsiders were poepared to be kept at bay, and even more unlikely we
they going to tolerate Korean objections to their presence, either diplomatic

military. The Japanese in particular saw these incidents and the treaty as an inr
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opening up Korea, but by the80& the Chinese had once again decided to intervel
Unfortunately the Manchus were not in the 1880's what they had been three hur
years earlier, and whilst the Japanese were more cautious when China b
involved, as soon as the French started itfeirsions into Vietnam (1884) the Qing
government turned its attention there and the Japanese believed the field to be
open.

Into the gap, however, now entered a new power, the Russian Empire, w
wished, as Prince Esper Esp&towJkhtomsky would later write in his account of
Tsarevi ch Ni chol asds Visit t o Si am
civilisation i n AsfiThe Russiana had tarhed theiratention
to their Asian neighbours becauseas the only direction in which they could turn,
Africa and other areas of the world having been already claimed by other Euro
powers. Asia was, of course, important to Russia because the British were in Indi
the Russians needed allies or &t lggendly countries as a buffer to what their
government considered excessive British influence in that area. They decided firs

highl e v e | contact wi t h Si am, t he res

4 Prince Esper Esperovich Ukhtomsky (188327) worked for the Ministry of the Interior, and was chosen to accompany Tsarevich Nicholas (later
Tsar Nicholas Il) because of his expertise in Buddhism, Eastern literature, and Asian history. He also wroteng aelitedatheSt. Petersburg
Gazette Ukht omsky was a committed imperialist who wished ttoi asneefiVdH il
Tsar. o0 His book was published in 1898.

the quint  June2011 17



aforementioned visit to King Chulalongkorat that did not mean they were not
interested in Korea, too. Their admiration for the French is more difficult
understand, at least from a political standpoint, since the French had supported B
in the Crimean War only thirty years earlier, buteéoturies French had been the
language of the Russian aristocracy, and in spite of the Napoleonic War r
Russians, especially some of the nobility, still clung to their own version of Fre
culture. This al one mi ghtattiudegowards fFrenBhr |
desires to bring ocivilisationo to A
years earlier the Marquis de Custiad concluded that he found it difficult to believe
t hat ot he only obj ect [Bussialtidh fo dimikgigh éha t
barbarism of Asiaodo (305), and that i
the 1880's Custine would have had to have changed his mind, at least on the firs
of his prophecy.

When both Japanese andrnéke forces had agreed to withdraw, the Russia
engineered a clandestine agreement with King Kojong, who seems to have be

suddenly very prBussian, probably because he saw the Russians as a che«

5 Astolphe, Marquis de Custin¢1790-1857) travelled to Russia in 1839 and stayed for three months. He was quite a seasoned traveller, havir
visited Spain in 1831 and published a feiume book on that country which had enjoyed critical acclaim,including an accolade from Balzac. Som
Russian writers, not ably Edvard Radzinsky in his remeneab¢2004kn!l
Russia. HiEmpire of the Czar: A Journey through Eternal Rusagthe anonymous English translator calgd840), has been republished with a
foreword by Daniel J. Boorstin (New York: Doubleday, 1989).
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Japanese influence and also because his wifedlédtesiapanese. The Chinese, for
their part, considered deposing Kojong, but settled for a British force occupyin
small island off Korea instead. Li Hongzifaihg, virtual Prime Minister of China
under Emperors Dong Zhi (18@8%) and Guang Zhu (1871808), now actually
advised the Koreans to cultivate the friendship of other Western powers to keer
Russians out, and he even went so far as to tell foreign diplomats in Beijing that
should start being friendly to Korea. In 1882 the Americanstedtssgr former
belligerence, got the Koreans to sign a treaty at Gensan in which they promisec
they would help them i f o0other power :
words of the treaty read (Mackenzie 22). However, when the goiggtléough, the
Americans were nowhere to be found, as the Canadian journalist-aiidesge
Frederick Mackenzie, would relate in hislbookr e a 6 s F {18200t f or
Frederick Mackenzie (186931) came to Britain from Québec, arriving in
Korea as a correspondent for the Lon®@anly Maikhortly before the outbreak of the

RusseJapanese War. He stayed only a few months, leaving at the end of 1904

5 Li Hongzhang (1823901) began his career in the army, and rose to the rank of general. He suppressed several rebellions against the C
Dynasty, and in 1780 became Viceroy of Zhili. Li was piforeign, and rose politically as well as militarily; by the 1880's he was Superintendent of
Trade and an I mperial Tutor to the young Emperor Gu aBigoJapdnese WaBy 1
In 1896 Li toured Europe and played an active part in stamping out the Boxer Rebellion (1901). He was by far the mashelist@iginese
statesman of his time.

"Mackenzie wa satiantin Korbae Thét hanaut goeEThe Rev. James Scarth Gale (188937), a missionary, scholar and translator
who was sent to Seoul in 1888 by the University of Toronto YMCA. He wrote several books on Korea, in€hrdiag Sketche§1898) and
History of the Korean Peopleeprinted in 1972. &le also translated a Korean novel, Kim Mamu n @lédud Dream of the Ninavhich had been
written in 1689, and wrote a biography of Buddha.
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going back to England through Russia, where he reported on the war from the Ru
side and mduced a book of his experienda®m London to Tifli805). Thdaily

Mail sent him back to Korea in 1906, just in time to witness the harshness of Jape
imperialism there. As-Sup Hong writes in his foreword to the Korean edition of
Mackemoio&kdgs the | atter wdapaneser(antd hencelanti ¢
Russian) policy, seeing the Japanese stranglehold on Korea as one example of
shortsi ght edness about Japanese | mperi a
Japan and applefor Korea, to arouse concentrated world reaction, in the name
humanity and justice, for a weak an
friendship with the Japanese, whom he actually admired, to question their repo
which he could do easllgcause of the alliance between Britain and Japan, but this
not stop him from trenchant criticism of Japanese behaviour. He believed,
exampl e, t hat Japan intended genocid
exterminatiomnhdclhet wegt ddopeby o desuwptr
Hong sees Mackenziebdbs book as presen
great wave of international power politics which surged over us half a century ag

which still rushestowardugw r esounding roarso (16)
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King Kojong might have come to love the Russians, but some powerful pec
around him did not, and the Faen Kun was one of them. In 1866 two of his
colleagues, Nam Choesgm and Hong Qorjg, both of whom we Catholics,
presented the Regent with a plan to keep the Russians from gaining too n
influence. Their idea, like that of Li Hongzhang, involved an alliance between K
and two other European powers, Britain and France. Whilst tveoiia€un had
initially thought the plan was a good one, he had second thoughts soon afterw
per haps after being reminded of t he
plan he ordered an outright persecution of Christians, and his two advisers
amongstthé i r st t o be execut ed. Il n 1866 OIf
Korean converts were executedod (Breer
that Yi Haun was under great pressure from conservative court elements, and, ¢
his charaetr, it is not surprising that he backtracked. ThevdmiKun, Mackenzie
believed, oOhad the idea that Chri sti i
turned his wrath on themdé (18). The
was not intexsted in opening trade relations with them. The French, whose priests
been amongst the slain, sent some warships and six hundred men to the Kc
coasts, where their soldiers landed, captured and looted a few coastal towns

advanced on Kanghwarayal city, and occupied it, too (October 19, 1866). The Ta
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won Kun reacted by sending Korean troops to attack the French in overwheln
numbers, and in November they inflicted a defeat on the invaders at the battle o1
Chongjok, which caused thertale to withdraw from Korean territory. The Fvaen

Kun then calmly ordered the persecutions to resume, and at the same time reje
Japanese offer to mediate.

During these turbulent years King Kojong came of age. As a person, he seer
have been a bddering mixture of character traits, at least according to Europes
who had met him or interacted with him. The Addtnogarian adventurg@riest
Monsignor Count Vay de Véyaho had an audience with tHemperor Kojong in
1902, wrote that while Kojomga s Omor e than a despot,
i s kind and his expression benevol en
photographs. Whet her Vay de Vaya UuUSE
sense he does nohenhe avguld haveubieen pdyingiKejondn a hdig
compl i ment , benevolence being a gent
further observed oI cannot | magi ne h
his shyness appr oa cingsweretnptinatdimglyyexplaiGel; ad

Confucius informs us in ighalects oWhen t o act I s di ff i

8 Otto, count Vay de Vaya und Luskod (186348) travelled widely in Asia both in his capacity as a priest andsiagpan adventurer. In addition
to writing Empires and Emperors of Russia, China, Korea and Japan: Notes and Recoll@€tighish translation published by John Murray, 1906)
he went to the United States where he helped with missions to the poor iggCimchwrotél he Inner Life of the United StatE908).
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i s |l oath to speak?6 (112). That Koj o
due to the fact that he could not diectbmmunicate with them, or that he did not
know their customs well enough to feel relaxed or confident in their preser
Moreover Kojong, in his later years, would do everything in his power to resist
Japanese, even when he was physically threatehewbre or less abandoned by
members of his court and the foreigners he had cultivated. He fought as well ¢
could to maintain Koreads sovereignt
be wrong to say that he lacked courage or patriotisrhadHto deal with so many
situations for which his upbringing did not prepare him and which even a m
forceful personality would have found daunting and bewildering. In some of
photographs Kojong, especially in those where he wears Westernaksesather
stiff and seiconscious, but his expression is certainly mild, open and intelligent
his bearing dignified.

Kojong, fortunately or unfortunately, depending on who was voicing an opini
about it, had married a very strong, able and imteligenan of noble birth, Min
Myongsong, who now vied with the Regent for power over the King, and whc
influence was so great that Kojong was usually inclined to follow her advinegide

the Taewon Kun and making him hate the Queen and her famiy872 King
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Kojong, strongly supported by his wife, had asserted his control andwoa Kaen

had been forced to retire to his country house. Curiously enough, at this early sts
the conflict between himself and the Mins he blamed not the Questy dor his
demotion, but one of her relatives, Min Sumgin 1874 Min Sungo received a
parcel in the post which, when he opened it, exploded, killing Min, his infant son,
the chil dds nanny. The sender rtefael n
won Kun probably knew about the incident, although his direct involvement has n
been ascertained.

From the beginning of the marriage Queen Min had been quite prepared to
direct action against the influence of the-Wae Kun, which meanactively
promoting the interests of her own family. Min Ylumga brother, became Prime
Minister, and Min Yuni, her nephew, obtained the post of Ambassador to th
United States of America. Her nephew Prince Min-Nomga n b ecame on
most dishguished diplomats and patribtslin Yungik was also in command of the
Royal Guards Regiment, the same one to which Hamel had been secondec

centuri es earl i er . Frederi ck Mackenz

% Prince Yonghwan Min (18611 9 05 ) also Kojongds cousin,was a supporter of ref
Plenipotentiary at the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victor@ ), Because Emperor Kojong wished to give Korea a recognised presence in Europe,
he was subsequently made Korean Minister Plenipotentiary in Europe. In 1905 he committed suicide to protest the s@pirojesfttihate treaty

with Japan. For details sdichael FinchMin Yonghwan: A Political BiographyHonolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2002).
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moved, really loved th@ueen, refused to be influenced away from her, and w

domi nated by her strong character o (.

who was isolated as much as possi bl
counsell or 6 (\BsidemtheaTawsre vkhu md s pci)r col e,
her It was Queen Min who filled the
Byongi k, i s not so kind; he dismisses (

the decayi ng dym)aAndtherdKor¢as writeb, whilst @itecal, admits
t hat Queen Min was ounusually bright
at heart in her resistance to the Japanese (Kim 26).

There is only one photograph purporting to be a portrait of Qdeerbut its
authenticity is questionable, and some scholars believe it is merely a photograp
ladyin-waiting, so we cannot be sure of her appeafaatcéast photographically.
Fortunately, when foreigners, particularly women, met the Queetigthet/ forget
her. Lillias Underwodtiwr ot e of the Queends oOchar

conversat i on-gné coadcielp teariwg farae,ontellect and strength c

®The photograph in question wa sThe RagsingotikKoresad9),iam is titl imdisputd TatiaHaSimibigseva 6 s
believes hat there are no photographs of Queen Min, partially because royalty and nobility was rarely photographed. Howevert thatounte
assertion, there are many photographs of King Kojong and | have seen at least two ofwba Kam, not to mention severaf Emperor Sunjong

and several royal family group photographs.

1 Lillias Underwood (18541921) was an American doctor and the wife of Horace Underwood, a missionary who founded Yonsei University. Sh
wrote a biography of her husbadhderwood of Kore1917), and a fascinating book of her own life as a medical missidr#isen Years Under
the TopKnot(1904).
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character 1 n that face; 6 she adtuesande
bril i ant piercing eyeso6é (89, 91, g .
mot her of King Kojongds American | aw

palace a few days before the murderous attack, and was a friend of Queen,Mi t

She described her as o0a gentl e, pr et
| sabell a Bird put |t aptl vy, OHer Ma |
shrewdness and sagacityodo (274). iddre | e

Minister Residenfwh o f ound the King o0al most h
gold gown, 6 was rather | ess compl i mei
i s smal |, not pretty, éd6 she wrote i n
tal kative, 6 but Mi ss Hear @dbhatkcaeddt,|
She continued: oher face was as whi't
al so wore a huge chignon minus the w
O[]heis an idiot, or | ooks |ike oneod (

A drawing made from life, the only such portrait in existence, was made in ]
by one Ishizuka, a Japanese artist; it shows the King and Queen receiving Count |

Inoue, the Japanese minisesgidentWhat is interesting about this drawing is that it is

12This was Augustine Heard (d.1905), appointed by President Benjamin Harrison in 1890. Correspondence from Korea b etwesrdbleghtir
Hd ena Maxi ma AMax, 0 and ot hers has been presented in an interest
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Queen Min who seems to be in charge; the Japanese envoys are facing her,
addressing her, whilst King Kojong is looking at his wife, listening rather than b
listened to. She has a strong faeedark hair is pulled back, and she is wearing a st

of crown only slightly smaller than that of her husband; Lillias Underwood noted

the Queen owore her hair |i ke al/|l Ko
from the face and knotted it h e r | ow at t he back of t
Two attendant s, both women, are seat

accounts by people who knew Queen Min well, Donald Keene nonetheless insist:
she was oOanoarwuvupgamtomand ¢517), con
statements that she was oour bel ove
(Keene 516) and her subsequent guaasnisation as a great Korean patriot.

Queen Min did not simply tolerate foreignehe encouraged Kojong to learn
from them, a notion which ran completely against the beliefs of theT &in and
his advisers. In 1880 Kojong sent Kim Hgn¢p Japan for the purpose of studying
the way the Japanese were rapidly industrialisingunately Kim seems to have
been more influenced by his meetings with the Chinese MRasigent in Tokyo,
and when he reported his findings they were negatively critical and recommende

if Korea wished to modernise, the model should be Chinapasot However, King
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Kojong was nonetheless o0deeply inter
n.p.), which made him more open than many of his ministers to foreign innovati
and philosophies. One area where Japanese expertise was welcommiitasythe
sphere; an example was the invitation from King Kojong and Queen Min receive
the Japanese military attacheé, Lieutenant Reizo Horimoto, to advise the Ko
government on how to modernise the army (Keene 372). On the intellectual fr
Koreanscholars became interested in the writings of Yukichi Fukuzawa, who
travelled widely and whad written a book on the West..

The result of the new openness was that treaties were ratified with Russie
Germany, relations established with BritainFaiadce; foreigners began to come to
Korea, first the diplomats and ministers, then traders, businessmen, missionarie
others. King Kojong seems especially to have favoured Americans, giving
positions to 0dozens 0 oStates, hsear@hristiarecbunte
far away over the seas, had Koreads I
and honourablyo (Chang, n. p.n. ). The
who arrived in 1883 invested with the resoundihg @it Resident Minister
Plenipotentiary Extraordinary; when that was reduced to Resident Minister, F

became very offended and resigned a year and a half later. The fact that all treatie
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foreign countries provided that any lawbreakers woul@ddyricourts of their own
countries, not Korean courts, made it easier for the foreigners to operate, but cau
great deal of resentment amongst Koreans. A further, if limited, example
omodernisationd was Koj ong0epalace by 18960
there were three of them, all exclusively for the use of the royal family, althc
another was | ater ¢ onne ¢ Heatho liked carshadargl
royal garage, which can still be seen today, was erected on the grounds c
Changdokkung Palace, and at least part of the palace was served by electricity.
Quite apart from policy differences between the neRega&nt and thQueen,
the whole thing began to turn into a very nasty family feud between the Yis anc
Mins, with disastrous consequences on both sides as its intensity grew over the
few years. On the one side was thewi@eKun, who hated Queen Min, her lig&H,
and all foreigners (unless, of course, he was trying to make deals with them); his
were everywhere and even though he was no longer Regent he exercised
through fear, intimidation, and even murder from behind the scenes. On the other
was Queen Min and her family, more than once the target of theoTae K u n

intrigues, yet thwarting his power through her husband, who was still the King

BrEor det ai | s, see Andr ei L aKmrkeacTimesNavé@nehér @2 20@2 nkejongy also usedeitdo take paiio funeral ritoals
for his second wife, Lady Om, and-Exmp er or Sunjong was connected by telephone to hi
and mourn him.
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monarchy which wielded the ultimate
became Empero Sunj ong, was born in 1874,
further™ King Kojong was caught in the middle, trying to balance respect for |
father with loyalty to the woman he loved, and he was not happy about it. For him

Confucian concept diisiadpve of a son towards his parents, clashed with the love |

had for his wife. O Meng YiAnaledsut aa £k e
Master answered, O Never fail t o Ccomg
when it came to deafjn wi t h oneds wi f e; oln onebo

the women and the small men that are difficult to deal with. If you let them get
close, they become insolent, I f you |

The Taewon Kun tried taregain his power in 1881 with a plot to replace Kojor
with another one of his own sons, Prince Yhwha, but it was discovered and he
narrowly escaped prison or even WwWOoOr S
piety. Meanwhile, there was, for tla@wWwon Kun, always the problem of Queen Min,
and dealing with it became his obsession. He could no doubt have theoretically ju

his hostility to the Queen by recal ||

Y“Kojongés first S r(18681880), had deervwhenoffsptingaof a concubine, La@yrong-ho (18431928). He died under
mysterious circumstances amid unfounded and wunproved r ugwasasont ha
who was born and died in 1871. After 1874 there were no more sons born t@angabines. The King had other consorts, who were, in order:
Lady Yi Naeardang (18471914); Lady Chang Kwin; Lady Om Kwibi (18541 9 1 1) , whom Kojong marri ed aft e
Kwanghwadang (18851977); Lady Yang Boknyondang (18821929)and lastly, Lady Samchakang (18891970). From these consorts came two
other children, Princess Yi Chimang (18771955) and Princess Yi Tokhye (191289).
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which a wife could commit was ahisdience to a paremtlaw, but since quoting
Confucius obviously wouldndot have wo.l
Min was to do away with her somehow, a practice which Confucius did not sanctic
December 1881 the Ta®n Kun got anothethance withthesma |l | ed Sol
Some soldiers were furious because their rice rations were three months in a
others had been demobilised due to the reforms proposed by Horimoto. King Ko
ordered that the s oiordafrece immediatelygand entnusteal
the Director of the Tribute Bureau (which handled the exchequer), Minhkyom
whose el der brother was Queen Minos
duly delegated the task to his clerks, but one of thmragued to sell the good rice
and give the soldiers millet (which was cheap) laced with bran instead. The el
sol diers took matters into their own
assuming that he was the person who had sold the rice dawrhprofit. Min had the
police arrest some of the soldierso
announced that they would be executed the next day as an example to the rest c
that mutinous behaviour would not be tolerated.

The solders did not disperse permanently, as Min hoped they would. Inste

they came back, attacked his house, broke into it, and smashed his furniture. The|
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raided the nearest armoury for modern rifles, after which they stormed the gaol ar
their fellav-soldiers out. Min, who had not been at home when the attack on his ho
took place, panicked, first by fleeing to the royal palace and calling out the army, \
did nothing, and then by appealing to thewae Kun to sort the situation out,
which heproceeded to do by first meeting the leaders of the riot and expressing
solidarity with them by actually ap
momentum going! Then he spread rumours through spies that the Queen had an
the spiritworld beause she had allowed foreigners to come to Korea. This act
shrewdly tapped into ordinary Korean
doubt the Taavon Kun had shamans who were prepared to help disseminate 1
fear. At the same time, a moragtical and physical event in the form of a fisca
deficit struck Korea, and to top it off there had been severdadop and famine
the same year.

All these things combined to frighten and anger the populace, and foreig
were the obvious scapegoafAn enormous and hostile mob, which includec
disaffected soldiers, now marched on the royal palace, murdering some goverr
officials, including Min Kyotho and other royal ministers on the way there, settin

houses on fire and causing general mayhéme istreets of Seoul. The unfortunate
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Horimoto was one of their first foreign victims. At the palace the royal gual
panicked, some deciding to join the rioters, whilst others ran to warn Queen Min
the rabble was at the gates. Mackenzie givesdetdiis of what happened next:

Queen Min was calm and collected. She quickly changed

clothes with one of her serving women, who somewhat

resembled her in appearance. The serving woman, dressed

in the robes of the Queen, was given a draught of poison

anddied.

The Queen hurried out through a sigley in peasant

womandos dr ess,-cagiera'rvdrgdwhby a wat e

for his services that day rose till he became Prime Minister

of the I and. When the mob broke

apartments, thayere shown the corpse and told that it

was the Queen, who had died rather than face then(27)

The Queen had managed to save herself, but things did not stop there. The mob

moved on to the Japanese consulate, which they attacked and entered, looking f
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Japanese ministersident, Yoshimoto Hanabisag they could lynch him. Here they
encaintered resistance; Hanabusa, accompanied by some of his staff and other:
had not been either beaten up or killed, actually managed to fight his way throug
seething mob whilst other rioters we.
tha r way through the city to the coas
when they got there, after which o0th
the Flying Fish and conveyed to Nagasaki 6 (2
British sailors for their timely help.

The Taeswon Kun must have o0l aughed i n |
he had managed to get rid of Queen Min and drive out the Japanese in one fell s\
It must have looked to him very much like ctwaek timegespecially when Kojong,
likely frightened at what had happened to his wife, allowed him to return to his for
glory, and even issued an edict saying that from now on all government decisions
be approved by the Ta®n Kun. The soldiers were rewakrdy the Ta@von Kun
issuing orders that all their demands must be met and their imprisoned comr
released. The Taeon Kun even arranged for the

funeral, so sure was he that he had won the day and broken the poweVviiof th

15 Yoshimoto Hanabusa (184917) served as Assistant Foreign Minister under Taneomi Soejimahamheen entrusted to-establish a
permanent trading outpost for the Japanese in Pusan.
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family. Meanwhile King Kojong sent a delegation to Tokyo led by Pakyo6oug
whom we shall hear more later, which conveyed his abject apologies for wha
happened. In December they were received by Emperor Meiji who told them tha
wassornry hey were about to | eave and that

As the Taevon Kun basked in his triumph over the Mins and their foreig
friends, Hanabusa, now back in Japan, was preparing to retaliate. Emperor Meij
his government wereonbest pleased with the way their people had been treat:
although wunder the circumstances, as
to be conciliatory. Nevertheless, just over three weeks later Hanabusa return
Seoul with a squad of Japa&nsesldiers, demanding that those who had murdere
Japanese officials be punished, that the Japanese who had died be buried prope
that the Korean government pay a large monetary compeffsat@omave the
Koreans three days to comply. Hanabusaraedgm@sted in no uncertain terms for a
widening of trade privileges with Korea as a goodwill gesture, all of which v
granted by the T@on Kun and ratified by King
(August 30, 1882).

At this point readers may be wendg how the tables could be reversed on the

181t is only fair to note that in 1884 Emperor Meiji wrote to King Kojong and told him that all of the money paid by theskanelan the treaty
would be returnedpart from ¥100,000. The Emperor felt that it would be better to offer a financial incentive to Korea if peace was tetle secur
properly (for details, see Keene 388)
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Koreans with a handful of Japanese troops and a determined minister, but when
thousand Chinese soldiers arrived in Seoul the situation really blew up iwihre Tae
Kunds face. T h e s eregeestéddoy leing Kojonwgeat the upgimg db
his wife, who had written to him from her hidntgce suggesting that China, as
Koreads suzerain power, s hewlnd Kue disn
was to humble himself before the Chinese andrshiblame for the outbreaks onto
anyone except himself. The Chinese authorities now decided to throw a party fo
Taewon Kun to celebrate, as they had him believe, the restoration of order and ¢
government. Again, Frederick Mackenzie takes giotlye

The Chinese, with elaborate courtesy, invited [thedrae

Kun] to a banquet and to inspect their ships. There was one

ship in particular, to which they called his honourable atten

tion. They begged him to go aboard and note the wonders

of the apaments below. The Regent went. Once below he

found the door shut, and could hear the ropes being thrown

off as the ship hastily departed. It was in vain for him to

call for his attendants and warriors waiting on the £B6je.

Another version of the stoiy that the Taaion Kun was not invited aboard the ship,
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but actually seized by Chinese soldiers, unceremoniously tossed into a palanqui
taken to the waiting vessel, which then got under way (Keene 376)-Wba Kar
must have panicked: what wdre Chinese going to do with him? Why had the
kidnapped him? Who had done this to him? The ship sailed for China, and whet
terrified Taewon Kun disembarked he was brought before Li Hongzhang, who h
engineered the whole thing, he was informed,caféstioning by Li himself, that he
would be put in confinement until further notice. In fact, Li made it clear that
considered the whole Korean farrago to have been due to theoTae K u n
ambition and mismanagement. Yiudawould remain in Chinarfthe next three
years, living in one room in a small town near Beijing, under-thetoidck
surveillance by Chinese soldiers. On
heart 6 f or -aonwnirdtuened tof Kora af heehad left, on a Shine
ship and under the watchful eye of Yuan-hiha i |, who was -ap
General Resident in Korea.

L i Hongzhangds move checked, | f n o
hi's sol di er s i n on Hanabusads Ohinesek
authority, a move which of course infuriated the Japanese. As Frederick Mack

noted in a chapter entitled oJapan N
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mortifying, therefore, t hat t he Han
auhori tyo (28). It did not, however,
were now helpless to stop the Japanese. For the moment the presence of s
considerable body of Chinese troops, far more in number than any Japa
contingent, made the Jagse more inclined to strengthen their diplomatic han
before making any military moves. 0
them contemptuously (28) started to demand even more concessions from Kojong
his government, working with pdapanese elements within the royal court an
suggesting that in fact the Japanese were really there to help Korea separate itse
Bei jingds suzerainty, that they woul c
The new Japanese Resident in Seoul was Shiniderod,avhom Mackenzie
called otimid and hesitating. .. .but
rashnesso (28), Takezoe seems to hav
known for an aggressive outlook, and he brought the welcome m¢wketh
indemnity paid to Japan would be commuted, as noted above. He also brough
King O0a st amadd eo fr iJfapeasneéseand t ol d Koj

committing himself, that he should stand up to China (Mackefdie/AR@ording to

Mackenzi e, however, troubl e started
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ostronger and rougher 6 col | eagulapanesd h
reformist Koreans, particularly Kim -®kun, and persuaded them that China was
threatto Koran sovereignty. According to Ma
a secret treaty had actually been signed by the King, recognizing Chinese suprer
more binding form than ever beforeo (

well as someabinet ministers, but the real leaders on the Korean side were-Kim

kyun, whom Mackenzie thought o0an a-mbi
hyo, another one of Kojongds relatiwv
(29).

On November4, 1884 Pak Yodyy o hosted a meeti ng
known as the Kaehwadang party, at his house, to which he had also invited a me
of the Japanese legation. They decided that they would overthrow the governmer
force the King to acceptdam as leaders instead. The same night the new Postmas
General, Hong Yong i k , wh o, according to Mack:
and oOohungry for power 0 (-afy)to celdbeateihts e
appointment, but early in the eveningdussts were startled by a loud fire alarn
coming from a neighbouring house. One of them was Min-iKoagnephew of

Queen Min, who went out to see what
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by a man i n Japanese c¢ | odckemze, &hiswksalepare
of the plot, and his version of the story has Min being attacked by five men, fi
whom ohe received seven sword sl ashe:
He was saved by the timely arrival of Dr. Allen, aniAme&rn me di c a l mi
did such good work on his patient that night that King and Court became friend:
t he mi ssi on aNMeamvBkile, PakYorgoraad sonserof his friends went
as fast as they could to the palace and told King Kojangetlaad the Queen must
leave immediately with them because they were in great danger, which they di
headed to another one of the royal palaces, which was soon encircled by Jay
soldiers, about twenty students who supported reform, and somedsurid<orean
troops commanded by General Han {€liikk. Pak seems to have convinced the King
that the Chinese were on their way to kidnap him, but the Chief Eunuch had o
ideas; he persuaded General Han that the best course would be to actuallyheumm
Chi nese, who were wunder t h-kai, tbeo mam avimod
would eventually dispose of the Manchu Dynasty and reign for a very short tim
1916 as seffroclaimed Emperor of China. Now the students acted; they persuad
General Han anthe Chief Eunuch to come outside, attacked them, and killed both

them. Under threat from the students the terrified King Kojong now found hims:
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forced to summon to the palace ministers frons#taedai®erving the Great Party)
group, whom Pak arfds allies considered reactionaries. When they arrived, they
were massacred. Pak and his comrades had now virtually seized power; they apy
a cabinet and began their work, beginning with a number of edicts which they fc
the King to sign. Kojan now demanded to see Takezoe, who delayed his com
because he feared a diplomatic incident if things were to go wrong, but eventua
turned up just as Pak and his friend
commanded, 6 Maandktieenand veas madedn @gper,dn a hour, into
modern stated (25). |t | ooked as i1 f t
Next morning King Kojong was permitted to go home, along with an esct
consisting of Japanese soldiers and some of theappelgtednembers of the self
installed reform government. At this point, as so often, things now began to go wr
Many Koreans were not ready to become
they didndot want t he Jap ahegatacked dapandsen
people Iin the streets and a huge <c¢cro
palace. They also cut off the Japanese Legation, so the soldiers could not get an
ammunition than the twentive rounds they already had. Pak lais group had no

option but to stay in the palace, but on December 7 the Chinese arrived; ¥uan .
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kai |, answering a message smuggled ou
gates and sent I n his [visitincglused a
Yuan now warned them that he had two thousand Chinese soldiers, three thot
Koreans, and a great multitude of people with him, who would attack when he ¢
the word. Takezoe counselled Hnesistance, but was overruled by Seilfaithe
youhful commander of the Korean troops in the palace, as well as his own mili
attaché, who was spoiling for a fight.

Yuan now ordered an attack, and the Chinese troops moved forward toward:
walls, intending to scale them and get into the palace. Woytheng happened
qgui ckl vy; one of t he Ki nsikdtise fooneraPostnsastec u
General who had been named Prime Minister by the reformers, and the Ko
soldiers in the palace made themselves scarce, abandoning the Japanese :
stbent s, wh o, despi te t he setback, k
Mackenzi e reported, ot hat t hey shot
outnumbered seven to one, the Japanese lost over thirty of their one hundred an

men (Keene 389 the Chinese attack, and even though the palace gates still helc

1730 Jadpil, according to Mackenzie, who knew him well, was only seventeen at tbeHieshad been one of the young men sent to Japan to study
military skills, and his demonstration of these before Kojong had so impressed the King that he resolved to have hidl $@diedsthat way. He
made So into an instant Colonel of the Pal@ag a r d . He | ater became one of Koreads most d
again.
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defenders were getting desperately s
of what happened next:
oLet us charge the Chinese with
The Japanese captaiyfully assented, but Takeznf |
now asserted his authority. He pulled from his pocket his
Imperial warrants giving him supreme command of the
Japanese i n Korea and read them
Emperor has placed you under my
ORefuse to obey me and you refus
| command you to call your men together and let us all
make our way back to the Legatio

for them to do but obey37)

Together with about three hundred people, the Japanese escaped from the palac
ocrept quietly around by the back wa
they ran into a hail of bullets from the soldiers in the building, who thoughtriney w
being attacked, and two people were killed. Someone had the presence of mi

sound a bugle, which the Japanese in the Legation heard and ceased firing, after
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So and the rest were allowed inside. The next afternoon all of them, including Tal
and the people in the Legation with their families, fought their way through ho:s
mobs out of Seoul, even passing a Chinese camp from which a cannon opened f
t hem. On December 8 they managed to
Takezoewas the amazed recipient of a letter from King Kojong, whom the Chine
had rescued, offering sympathy and suggesting that he come back to Seoul ar
things over! More ominously though, Kojong also demanded that any reforr
Koreans now with the Jamse should be given up, but this the Japanese honoura
refused to do.

On December 11 Takezoe and his companions, including the Koreans, left
Nagasaki I nstead of returning t-leeadBg o |
it seemed that thismtie Japan had really made o0a
mess? Kojong, who had been forced to lend his nominal support to the reforme
when they had occupied his palace, now turned against them, and as soon
appeared that they had been usdtdyapanese in their poypéay there was no way
out for them. So, who had hoped for Japanese help, was disgusted by the appare

of interest the Japanese government showed in their plight, and now realised tha

181t is doubtful whether anyone noticed, but at about this time Korea had its first European royal visitor. The crisis jimdtapéed Count Ulisse
Barbolani, the Italian minister in China, to send a warship Vét®or Pisanj to Korea. Its commander was Prince Tommaso de Savoia, Duke of
Genoa, brother of King Umberto I.
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were certainly not going to gaydelp from Japan if it meant war with China. He lef
for the United States, where he learned English, became a citizen, and eventuall
a medical degree, calling himself Dr. Jaisohn. Kiky@khad a more complex fate.
He knew Japan well, havingdivthere before the fiasco of 1884, and in December ¢
the same year he found himself back
unpardonabl e offender, 6 for whom t her
refused to extradite him on King Kejg 6 s r equest, after
him to Japan, but could find no oppoc
that the assassins were oprovided wi
they were also to murder Pak Y<wyg; theKi ngds act ual r o
genuineness of the orders has, however, been questioned. In any case, Kin
temporarily saved by the Japanese foreign minister, Count Kaoru Inoue, but
Japanese promised to send Kim back, or at least to expelnhidaf@n. After two

years more or less hiding out on distant Chichijima Island, Kim was, as Mackenzie

It Oinduced to visit Shanghai, 6 ost
murdered in a carefudlyr r anged pl ot . A ClyitorCkhesnalpos h
where o0it was cut up, and exhibited

traitoro (41).
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The result of this almost contipera scenario was that the Koreans now foun
themselves unable to trust anyone. The Japanese had used ginetanding to
support Korean oOindependence, 6 the CI
ancient overlordship, and the other foreigners, whilst professing benevolent fee
had not intervened to stop the bloodshed, but had waited on theesitlledl vultures
deciding whether to start dismembering a dead animal. King Kojong had prc
wavering, indecisive, and completely incapable of asserting any authority; to be
him, he had been bullied and threatened, and his life may well haveldeger, but
many Koreans probably expected that their King would, somehow, find a way ot
the bad situation, and he had not done so. The Queen, who was usually seet
Korean patriot, had called in Yuan and his soldiers rather than cede amyti@ng t
Japanese; she believed she was choosing the lesser of two evils, but her oppos
the Japanese would ultimately seal her own fate and that of the Yi Dynasty.

Frederick Mackenzie made no bones about his sympathy with the Koreans
his disgust ith the way they had been treated by Western powers; his Prefac
Kor eads Fiogphetn sf obry Fcraeleldionny Kor ea oOa |
docketed by world statesmen as degenerate and cowardly, revealing heroism of

hi gh or dekennie was referrind/ihere to the 1919 peaceful uprising-after
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Emperor Kojongds funer al and the sul
Japanese, but most foreign powers were no more helpful in 1884 than they wou
then. Writingin 1920, Mae nzi e cal l ed on othe prot
Japanbds oavowed policy of assimilati .
Japanegean inferior brand of Japanese, a serf race, speaking the language
following the customs ofitei r overl ords, and servin
anttJapanesgerse but nevertheless convinced
adopted by Japand (10) was to bl ame,
Wi | | t he (Wh mAA9 itdiel aot, Bubd in fact it had been somewhat hard
hearing even before that.One element which made the g@agdeqplode again a few
years later was the existence of a group knoliamgkakvhich could be translated as
OEasterm ISeamrnimg. in the early year .
application of Confucian principles to the art of government, together with a mys
side derived from Buddhism, Taoism and a strong Shamanic El&@hentove ment
also advocated theimmisation of Western influences, and a return to what i

founders Dbelieved to be genuine Kore

19 shamanism has been in Korea for some five thousand years, surviving many attempts to suppress it, and has only redentédtieeiourish
again. A basic Shamanistic belief is that all our lives are influenced by spirits, whether we know it nd bét @eremonies must be carried out by
shamans to connect with the spinibrid. An excellent account of it may be found in Alan Coviedlk Art and Magic: Shamanism in Koré¢8eoul:
Hollym, 1986).
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Many people, including ordinary people and peasants, which was what would mal
movement seem dangerous todhéhorities, connected with Tonglaadd began to
see the Korean administration as corrupt and incompetent, with Confucianism red
to a bewildering number of meaningless ceremonial activities. Here we should e»
that in Confucianism, rites and rituere very important, because they were seen
the accumulation of the wisdom of the ages as well as the rules which governed h
life. As D. C. Lau remarks in his introductionfk® Analects 0 Though t
guarantee that observance of the méegssarily leads, in every case, to behaviour tt
I's right, the chances are i1t wildl, i
was that the rites had simply become formal ceremonies, not a guide for a way ¢
any more, and that one cophly lipservice to them without having any intention to
actually use them in human actions at all, let alone work as a guide to good coil
The movement wa s not exactly Confuc
Confucius, presumably because althdbgt philosophy was foreign, it was not
oWestern, 6 whereas Christianity was.
i nterpretation of some recent schol a
(Keene 473).

The leader of Tonghads a notviolentpolitical movement was himself a former
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Confucian schol al8g4), vihb bad aot lednaliowed, (bdc8ueAc
his radical Vi ews, to pursue his go\
out; 6 he made a bonf i mdoned his wealtsy hathe,rafdu
went on a decadeng pilgrimage all around Korea. It appears that he had a myst
experience during the course of his wanderings, which told him that God had n
him a special agent who was to bring a message to pedple watd as they knew
it was about to end. He thought that human beings and the divine were linked,
that therefore all people were equal in the sight of God. This idea, of course, app
to the common people, many of whom now began to have fbooghts above
their station and jJjoined the movemer
1864. | t was not the end of Tonghak
di sci pl éyongCwWhd toak thé& movement underground and kept on quiet
recruiting supporters, but it was not until 1893 that they would come into op
rebellion and make demands that the Government would have no choice but to |
with repression and help from the wrong kind of foreigners.

One of their first demands was thde tmemory of their founder be
rehabilitated, and a group of them went to Seoul, where they threw themselves

flat on their faces before the Changdokkung Palace and stayed there for three
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hoping that King Kojong would grant their request, whi¢thhne end he
they had made their point, and went on to demonstrate outside foreign embassi
Japanese observer on the legation staff, Mutsu Munemitsu (later Foreign Ministe

ambassador to the United States), who was amiteges to th&onghak uprising

whi ch soon foll owed, simply descri be
homes and expelled | ocal of fi-chabesg,
Keene, who quotes hi m, n ot e giallyt anpaasantr
movement 6 (Keene 476). King Kojong,

have remembered Confuciusd6s observat
by which the Three Dynasties wer ¢he ke
common people that the court now seemed to fear most.

In fact, whatever the definition of the movement, the Japanese were taking
chances, and neither was Yuan-kdihJapanese diplomats sharpened their swor
and loaded their revolvers, whilstwb i nese war ships sail
crowd of demonstrators closed in on Seoul from surrounding rural areas, the Ko
government appears to have, once again, panicked, and Chinese help was ask
The Japanese, who were smétirmed abouwhat was happening, reacted to this by

requesting that their government sen
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of resident Japanese, 0 as the rescri
stipulated that attempts should be madentb & peaceful solution to the problem.
However, the Japanese parliament did decide, after endless debating, to send
troops to Korea, but the Chinese, who seem to have developed new confident
their own power as nominal suzerains, were sure thatothld counter anything the
Japanese did. oChina despised Japan,
necessary to make any real preparat.
the Chinese minister in Seoul, was reported by Munemitsu asgthivgk the
Japanese were oOtoo debilitated inter
view which the Japanese quite rightl:
had both powers claiming that they were intervening either to proteabtwhe
nationals or to help the Korean government deal with the Tonghaks. What in
happened in the end was the Siapanese War.

As China and Japan fired off diplomatic exchanges, threats, and peace proj
at each other, the whole cause of thevemndion, the thirgthousand strong Tonghak
advance on Seoul, which had even mauled a Cledhd&erean force, petered out.
Even Keisuke Otori, the Japanese Resident in Seoul, thought that his governme

longer needed to send large numbers of traopsK o r e a , but as t
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receded, both Japanese and Chinese soldiers remained where they were, the lat
numbering close to ten thousand. Marquis Hirobumi Ito, now Prime Minister, belie
that Japan could best act by proposing a uniGhioese and Japanese troops to put
down the nowharmless rebellion anyway, knowing full well that China would ne
consent to such a plan, for the simple reason that there was no need for it.
Japanese, after hearing what they knew they would he&efjiogy determined to
0ogo It alonedé and help the Koreans r
went to see King Kojong and told him that he should officially declare what sort ¢
state Korea was, either an independent country or a Qing vaasacénd audience
with the King he demanded that reforms be carried out under Japanese guidanc
that the power of reactionary elements, known as the Sadaedang, be severely cur
King Kojong was never at WHeithat, ab¥ay de
Vaya observed, he did not actually feel particularly strongly about any of the i:
which seemed to be forever raising their heads above any control he might have
them, but he was nonetheless deeply troubled by anything thatyrexfiected his
own role as King. What Kojong did care about genuinely, too, was the welfar
Korea, and this perhaps lay at the root of all his troubles; his background

education would not have equipped him to deal with all the changes fa@nthisia
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crucial time, for Korea, unlike Japan and even China, was caught-iwaagitasgely
of its own making. In fact Kojong, at least initially, was probably lesgonaid
about foreigners than King Hyojong had been when Hendrik Hamel aadyhisag
shown up in Seoul two hundred and thirty years earlier. Kojong reacted now
Keeneds words, obl aming himself for 1
gover nment and grief over the repea
independent state. He went even furthe
equally to blame with the ineptitudes of his ministers (Keene 479), thus recognisin

Confucian principle that ONot to men

indeedod (Confucius 136). Unf ortunately
allow the Japanese more power ; he ¢
Commi ssiond6 and simply commanded 1its

guestion of reform it corered. Now Japan had what it wanted, and was ready to ©
with China, because, as Count Matsukata, not a member of the government,
Prime Minister Ito, a war with China had Japanese public support, and that a t
withdrawal from WMeredamaowd woali donrd al
foreigners. 6 Matsukata even told Ito

wi t h him 1 f h e di dnot t ake t he advi
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prominent preWestern Japanese intellectualecurg war with China because, as
Keene puts it, he thought that ot he
had been denied them by their obstin
write in hisAutobiographyl 8 9 9) t hat mOwithuCGhinar..iwad thee resuti of
perfect cooperation between the government and the people....I could hardly re
from rising u?This flomdhe mangvha héad t¢ld3hss Sepders with
pride that he did notthelJapaneof thenl860'soamd Had
o0odecided that swords were unnecessar )
In the end, as the Japanese decided to go to war with China, Kojong was
faced with a demand from them to order the Chinese to leave, bapspErueen
Mi nds urging, he suddenly discovered
happen, he told Otori, until the Japanese also withdrew their army. The Jape
reacted by simply putting Seoul under their control, and occupied the pajace for
measure, giving out that they had been shot at by Korean soldiers and had theref
oguardod Changdokkung Pal ace. Keene, |

they were in fact fired upon (480). They now approached the glerentyeanld

20 yukichi Fukuzawa (1838.901), philosopher and teaah was one of the earliest Japanese visitors to the West. He went to San Francisco in 186(
and also visited Hawaii (then an independent kingdom) on the way home. In 1862 he travelled to Europe, and visited Shatenagdin in 1867.

He wrote a traveguide to the west, studied political institutions, and published a very successfullhimgis Westeri§1866). He was the founder

of Keio University.
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Taewon Kun and offered to put him back in power, but the old man had finally, or
it seemed then, found the wisdom of
responsibility,d according to Maalkdkn
upon by Kojong o0to assume charge of
owel comed Otori 06 to-wiobme Kpalbacaei 648 M)
him when it looked like he might have another chance at power and he shc
himself wiing to grasp at any opportunity to regain it.

In any case, the Japanese unceremoniously bundled King Kojong out of the |
apartments, which they made into a comastifor themselves. Kojong was once
again at the mercy of the Japanese, who nownglyligrew up a treaty for him to
sign which effectively turned Korea into an ally, if not a-slierh t e of J a
were soon no [fewer] than fifty Japa
omen of | i ttl e expeyr,ioe nicheo atnhdo ulgehs s ari
were going to transform the | and bet
and they worked assiduously. First they wrote a constitution which deprived Kojor
his absolute monarchy, then they drew up fata®yal concubines, for what length
of pipes people could smoke (short), how men and women could dress, and the)

every male to cut his hair. They also invented nine graded titles of honour for
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wives of officials. They were like Peter the Greatiniature, small men clipping
pipes instead of beards. oOoNot hi ng wa
contradictory for these constitutomo nger s, 06 Mackenzi e |
otheir doings were the | augm drhce grha:
As foreigners chuckled over the arallgntive Japanese bureaucrats, King
Kojong failed to see anything funny about the situation and was feeling more
more pushed to the sidelines. He asked Otori to at least remove Japgsegertroo
the immediate area of the Changdokkung Palace, and complained that soldiers
even intruding themselves on the royal presence. Things had come a long way
the days when pone was allowed to look the King in the face. Otori was more thzg
ageeabl e, but ohis price, 6 Mackenzi e
concessions that would give Japan al
soldiers |left), and were oOreplaced b\
eventudly managed to obtain a few old oOom
no ammunition! Just near and outside the gates of Changdokkung Palace the
could still see the Japanese soldier
weakenKojpgds now rather tenuous hold on

of the Min family from all public offices. The stage was now set for the next, tragic
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in the endgame of the Yi Dynasty.
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All of His Heroes by Terri Elders

|l tds not often I Om taken aback whil e
week, though, | dropped in one morning to pick up stamps and glanced over at the
gl ass display case spotlighting the
squelche a joyous yelp. Even my normally nonchalant late husband would have

struggled to repress a squeal. I bet

Nearly a year has inched by since he died last spring, and as the anniversary of h
death ne®, | often start the day feeling sad. | find myself longing to share a bit of
news. |l 61l wish | could recount how t
house, how | canodot get e xc i Amertanddiolo ut
howhis favorite restaurant is staging a lobster fest. Right then | wished we could

marvel together at these new stamps.

My gallant and gutsy husband had absorbed his diagnosis of pancreatic cancer w
what seemed to me an almost heroic grace. He ranphaic@d and never

whimpered during those last months as he steadily declined.
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oI canot tell you enough how brave |

oBrave? Nah. Just accepting the inevi
boohooing. Neither would WildIBIi ElI Il iott. 6 He craned

lithograph on the wall above his favorite overstuffed chair.

The sepidoned collage featured portraits of two dozen movie buckaroos, everyboc
from Johnny Mack Brown to JehwmndWahkAme .
Cowboys, 6 had made me grin when he fi

retirement home.

oltds tough to make two mistakes i n c

got a superfluous apostrophe and a misspelled plurallit bk he-r-o-es . 0

Ken | aughed. 01 6d never noticed befor

too busy admiring those actors. I | o\

Ken claimed his mom had named him for one of the Westexinstiae painting,
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Ken Maynard. o0l dm just glad he was tF&

other guys up there. | candt I magine

| sidled over for a c¢l| os er ndCoashikCorrigardd mr

Lash or Crash would have been dashi ng

ol odll settle for plain old Ken.o

He bragged that he must have seen a hundred Westerns by the time he hit third g
Hi s mom dropped him off at the theate
double features. During the summers v
times a wek. He listened fthe Lone RamgedThe Cisco Kid the radio and later

watched every Western series that appeared on television.

The only song he knew all of t hélavevor
Gun--Will Travel a | a thew lates &dapted tv radio. Whenever that show
appeared on one of the many cable channels Ken subscribed to during his last ye

hedd record each episode and watch ¢t
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hY

oOHeds a true hero, 6 Ken expl aghtmed. 0
fight, but Paladin first tried to settle disputes without violence whenever he possibl
could. He not only had brains, he had class. He loved good food, good wine and ¢

cl othes. o

Just like my husband, | thought, who served up even gitipteburgers gorgeously
garnished, routinely sniffed and swirled before sipping and insisted on ironing his

shirts to get the collars and cuffs just right.

OHereds the thing about West er nGheyénnd e
jus days before he died. oLifebds wunceil
ambiguity in your entertainment. So many of the new movies you watch leave too
many guestions unanswered for me. | want everything crystal clear at the end. | w

tobel i eve that justice al ways will out

Il n Kends case | |i ke to think that it
He died in discomfort, yes, but without experiencing the pain that so many with a

similar diagnosis have had to endure. Heexhélup to karma.
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Now as the post office line shortened, | had a clearer view of the display case. Th
new stamps, O0Cowboys of the Silver Sc
Kends | ithograph: Wi lliam S. Hidfour, Tc
wear jaunty white cowboy hats. Though two smile and two scowl, anybody could t

theydore all good guys.

Tears clouded my eyes but my mouth twisted into a smile as | approached the col
For the past year | 0viestbhmaesn caerndls ntgo &

closest friends, some who date back to childhood, and to his three adult sons and

families. Now | 61 | have something spe
reminder of Kends | ifelong passion.
ol dliveagkkbebéts of the cowboy stamps, ¢

| wiped a tear from my cheek.
The post office worker opened her dr .
spring allergy?6 she asked, as | sni f

oONo. | dm yuevempepedtby these stamps
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oWell, they are bright and cheery, 0 s

OThey remind me so much of my husbanct

oWhatever, 6 she said, shrugging and |

she glanced from the stampsity face and back, and then shook her head.

| ducked my head to hide a smirk. She

doesnodt even know t hat Pal adi nds hor

N

Tony! | bet she thinks that Cheyenne isgjasty in Wyoming!

| headed for home much more | ighthear

Kends middle sonds birthday i s comi ng¢

My sorrow had been stamped out, at least for that day.
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Haiku by Gail Whitter

from her fingers
black silk
Crows

pines
pressing dialogue
into another ring

& now
every point of light
a pine needle

this hot room
another metaphor
for sex

beach sand
grey paper leaf
remembers
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carnegie centre
wherehis needles tracks meet
single lettersn o m

snowbank
in the smallest space
earth

spring rain
crowning the chickadee
still in its egg

serving tea
every move
builds space

silk
whispering
sleep
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stitch ind stitch out
mendindhis silk quilt
there is no warm

stitch ind stitch out
ending her thread
a single tear

SO empty
as the tree falls
sky
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by Sue Matheson, University College of the North, The Pas, Canada

In Odysseus In America: Combat Trauma and the Trials of dthathecoRinay,
points out that the shared experience and aftermath of the attack on the New ?
World Trade Centre and ohet Pentagon produced bittersweet reactions amor
Vietnam veterans: oone veteran af
comprehension coming on in the eyes of family members, neighbors, and emplc
Like combat veterans with Post Traumatic Shockrdais (PTSD), ordinary
Americans too had nightmares, intrusive memories, and constant, obsessive thc
about airplanes and anthrax attacks. Like combat vets with PTSD, they alsc
interest in many things they had previously thought very impo8axi®. Forget it.
Laughter? Forget It . They became
Ameri cans, still grappling with the
and spirituallyd in the t wehetragedy of-21s t
and t heir countryaos i nvol vement I n
Afghanistan. Vietnam, 9/11, the Iraq conflict, the intervention in Libya, and the po
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action in Afghanistan are not isolated incidents of war in the lugtibre United
States. Since the Civil War, every generation has suffered from the effects of c
even though Ameri ca, as a democracy
of such traumao (Shay 243).

Because trauma recovery for veteranB,a pp ens only I n
verbal, narrative arts of poetry, narrative history, narrative fiction, theory and
often perform therapeutic functions not only for veterans themselves but also for
communities to which they return (Shay 4). udghJHerman points out ifirauma
and Recoyergcovery is only possible if the trauma survivor is permitted a
empowered to voice his or her experience; the listener(s) allowed to listen, believ
remember; and the listener(s) allowed to repeathelgatave heard to otherghen
the trauma survivors hear that enough of the truth of their experience has [
understood, remembered, and retold, then the circle of communalization is com
and healing can take place (in Shayd2%3 Thus, as Shaygues convincingly,
combat literature, in particular, has been an important part of the communal recc
for vet er anladandOdyssElo Hatenreegood deal of attention, fictional
and critical, has been directed towards the short teszptsefiiat war has on the

i ndi vi dual .Li nCoon missevel) sbeigastssihat the key to recover
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also lies in understanding the long term effects of war on the individual becaus
nature of combat trauma is transpersonal as well.

Publshedin 1984, i nc ol n&s JErfdansohnst onds s
with a young woman who believes that in her dreams she is experiencing Robe
Leebs perceptions, dreams, and memor i
Civil Warfor Broun, a novelist who specializes in historical biographies, Jeff me
Anni e when Richard, her p Sy cimata, tofferss t
Broun an interpretation of Li ncol nds
research, Jeffssbl e t o do what Ri chard (conce
cannot ; Il dentify the transpersonal r
Fredericksburg in order to do so, a
become increasingly distadp as they reveal frightening parallels between tt
personalities and battles of the Civil War and individuals and their actions
contemporary America. These parallels are evidence of a repetitive cyclin
archetypal possession which is a centiialotdi which expresses the transpersonal
nature of combat trauma. | ndeed t hi
pervasive that the United States itself appears to be suffering from a very con

PTSD the roots of which may be traced to tiwvé @/ar experience as the Civil War
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dead seem to take over the personalities of almost every contemporary cha
involved in the tale. Annie most clearly illustrates the nature of these posses:
sleepyal ki ng and S peaki ngenacts theLbdoeddeventss af i
Antietam and Pickettds Charge.

Jeffds possession is a more compl.i
Leeds horse, Traveller makes no sens
it must noted thatih i n c o | ntilepasis peesentad as both a land of disains
a land of the dead. As Mircea Eliade remaf&kkdmanism: Archaic Techniques,of Ec
from the most distant times, almost all animals have been conceived eithe
psychopomps thatam mpany t he soul i nto the be
form; whether it is the oOancestoro o
real and direct connection with the beyonedd@®3 A funerary animal, the horse, in
particular, has beenvarded the power of a psychopomp. Aptly, as a historic
researcher, Jeff guides Annie through the events of the Civil War much like Tra
who ferried Lee safely during the Civil War from Arlington to the Appomatic
Courthouse. R iiatribt,dasruable té\ exmpiain eahtentspishgr draams
-for exampl e, the significance of toh

brown and yellow stripes, and the horse whose front legs buckle at an awkward
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Jeff, however, knows thaeth Spri ngfi el d rifl e used

ball by using a paper rol | of per cu.
daughter owned o0a yellow tabbyd name
Hi I | 6 s hor s eacanaon ball at Antidtam@28,f42).bHaving just spent s

months exhaustively researching the Battle of Antietam, Jeff can say with authorit
Anni e I s not going crazy, as Richard
dreams.

In fairy stories, animal guides function theriomorphically, advising the he

acting as his guide, and ensuring -t h:q
75) . Functioning | i ke such a gui de,
intevention 5 badly needed. Theriomorphs pPOSSess th
knowl edgeécl evernessé|[ and] I nsight, o
(Jung 77) . Exhibiting these qualiti

contexts at night. During the dag,becomes her tour guide in Fredericksburg and i
surrounding countryside. Assi sting

alright éShedédd already had more dream
Richard, drugs momi @m0 lenugsléf (10B)WS .

often feels wusel ess. Af ter dreaming
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Jeff that o0it was easier. Because yol
asks himsel f thddreanksnwerelieadigg herhweuwlde[he] have be
able to take her there?6 (196), hi s
willingness nor his capability to help Annie are issues here. Jeff vdiueits durg
the duty of others more than lifa t s el f . Even when he
condition is lifehreatening, he cannot surrender her to Richard, because he kn
that Richard would not allow her to fulfill her obligation to the dead.

Currently ideas about dreams have not changedarstglly from those
advanced by the ancients; dreams continue to be ascribed to physical or sp
causes. With the advent of Freud, however, what was the physical has come
regarded as the personal a n d spiritmal ig nowe
termed the transpersonal. Thu&in n ¢ o | ndieams@ire seemesther as psychic

manifestations of physical activities occurring in the stomach or the brain, o

messages from the dead, as Br o uwaliéve
(203) ; that I s dreams are either the
the dayodos event s, or they are concr e

discovery that the prodromic dreams experienced by acromegaliacs@like dnd

t he victi ms of tubercul osi s foretell
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explain Lincol nds, Anni eods, and | at e
In short, inL 1 nc ol nibissudgesteditimasthe nature of dreaatysis depends
on the intellectual or spiritual bent of the interpreter himself, and that the failure
analysis to interpret fully the workings of the psyche while one is asleep is evic
that dreams themselves cannot be explained in rational terms.

As A.C. Spearing arguesMedieval Dream Poeteam visions are ultimately
about their dreamerds consciousness
therefore, lies not in relating them to either the physical or supernatural events, b
the workings of the psyche itself.Un n c o | n e keyDio endemstanding the
complex patterns of the psyche lies in the archetypal nature of the theriomo
According to Jung, the archetype which the theriomorph embodies was origir
understood as daimon that came upon one from without (110). As human e
consciousness expanded, this spirit was recognized as residing within the indi
human psyche; and the rational reduction of the spirit to that of a personal daimon
designed to placeunhder the control of the ego. The result, however, is that the sp
takes possession of the individual, and, while appearing to be the willing obje
human intentions, binds his or her freedom, just as the physical world does

becomi ng iveddéd obsed s(Jungc &I8r dbsessidmnis a m
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symptom of possession, and obsessed with the notion of honour, Jeff sacrifice
happiness to his devotion to duty. |
Annie with hisexplant i ons oO0any more than Richar
and his sleeping pillsdé (136), Jef f f

|l n short, Jeff what experiences i s
dilemma. Regrettings promise to help Annie dream because he knows that f
dream experiences are killing her, Jeff wonders whether Lee regretted keepir
promises that he had made. OWhen he
corn, when he saw them barefootande edi ng and dead on
consider breaking his promise?20 Jef f
for him as it was for Lee, owho had
di seaseéand haduhathbawadreamétabp t
duty becomes probl emati c, for ful fil
obsession rather than an obligation.
wi thout dishonar tohed wWaee wvraiftteesr ahfet el
fifty thousand of his own mend (73).

her battle. For Jeff, the dishonor of surrendering Annie to Richard, a man v

dishonoured himself by betraying his dsitynthinkabli@ indeed, it is difficult to
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|l magine a more heinous dereliction o
Annie, his patient. Possessed by the idea of honour, Jeff cannot surre

dishonourably, because doing so would result awhigsychic dismemberment and

deat h. ol coul d have surrendered tc
bet ween Br oun and Ri chard. oI coul d
Longstreet. Not to Longstreetdéd (193)

As Jeff becomes increasinglbsessed with the idea of honour, his psych
becomes increasingly unbalanced. One can argue, of course, that half a y
exhaustive research about Antietam wc
S certainly Broundosryiomg| abioamn win @
clutcheso (45), demonstrates unchar
outbursts. When his researcher inexplicably refuses to go to California to b
researching the new project on Lincoln, Broun concludeBetheis been working
Jeff otoo harddé (65). |l ronically, h
off on a holiday to the scene of one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War, v
Annie and the galleys of his latest Civil War nougly Boundl e f f 0 s p
however, is not due to overwork. Staying awake to help Annie dream, he experi

Leeds own PTSD, insomnia, and disrupt
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As he and Annie retreat to the So
perceptions of thevents of the historical past and his personal present beco
synchronized. As Shay points ouAchilles in Vietnam: Combat Trauma and the Ur
of Characgtdraumatic memory itself is not narrative. Rather, it is experience 1
reoccurs, eithessdull sensory replay of traumatic events in dreams or flashbacks, \
all things seen, heard, smelled, and felt intact, or as disconnected fragments. Or
re-experiencing is underway, Shay says, the survivor lacks authority to stop it or
away The helplessness associated with the original experience is replayed |
apparent helplessness to end or modify te&perience once it has begun. So long
as the traumatic moment persists as-lwvalg@e nightmare, consciousness remain
fixed on 1. The experiential qualities of reality drains from theahdrow: the dead
are more real than the living (Shay-73)2 At Fredericksburg Ini nc ol Rnd s
Anni e0s -correecaatmes trhee trauma of the agon
astey do, her waking and dreaming wor
haired waitress at the coffee shop and the pharmacist at the drug store, for exa
appear as participants in the Civil
begint o mi rror the goings on in Frederi

closely resembles Bends for Nelly in
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everywher e, per meating the present i
the everyday reality of Fredericksburg itself.

This synchronicity extends to even the fried chicken that Jeff and Annie ea
supper {is not i nnocuous, for that ni
About halfway through his stay at Fredkshurg, Jeff also begins to experience
symptoms which indicate that he is heading, like Annie, for a psychotic break
real i ty. At first, Jeff attempts to
see a movie or visit the local touristaatirt i on s . Then, bad.l
sleepwalking, he tries to prevent recurrences of it by proposing a side trif
Shenandoah. Jeff talks Annie into O
knows that he is lying. He is really persuddingp desert Lee, and if he succeeds ir
removing her physically from the battlefields of the Civil War, he knows that he
onever | et her come backo (149).

't I s I mpossi bl e, however, to esca
Civil War funtoning as an archetype then proceeds to manifest itself in a serie
Freudian sl ips. As he and Annie beg
the dreams, we wondot think about the

lookathe Bl ue Ridge Mountainso (149).
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which he wants to forget and with which he has become obsessed. Unable tc
about the dreams themselves, he finds himself gabbling helplessly about the eve
the Civil Wartalking about Broun researching the battle at Antietam and lying on
back to get -widwo s@l5350)er dlaviymg tr an
long, Jeff, ever the historian, applies what Dr. Stone, the head of the Sleep Inst
termsiégpemce of visiond to everythin
to be a o0coherent narrative, 6 a caus
because he iIis thinking |Iike a dr eame
sufferedby insomniacs when they are finally able to sleep (49). Since his mind go
condensing the information which it receives, the process of the narrative become
ocoa film,o with Jeff playing many onv |
the archetypeds complete possession

entire Union Ar my. Anni e, he says, (
of f from everyone, the rear guar dt d
Appomattox Station, and Meade in the rear and coming up fast, Grant already wi
the terms of surrender o (185). By |
Travell er, his parts have been those

and Lincoln himself. In short, the workings of his psyche havacted the entire
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story of the Southern statesdo attempt
In myth and fairy tales, as in dreams, the story that the psyche tells is the pr
of individuatio (Jung 72)L i n c o | nlbweveD daes matsresolve itself in terms
of the initiation format which one has been taught to expect. Annie does not retur
Jeff to discover that her faithful companion has been a prince in disguise, and A
and Jefido not marry and live happily ever after. Evdbutly Bounane does not
find a neat concl usi on: Bends wunre
inconclusive nature of both stories reflects the unfinished nature of the Civil \
which informghem. In short, the War itself is not over.ln n ¢ o | pvalljgt® r e
die for honour, every American i s me:
imagination, it is appropriate that the dead Union soldiers lyhulgpfacen the apple
orchard beside the Appomattox Court House easily become Annie sleeping in
white nightgown under the apple trees at Arlington. At Arlington itself, Jeff knc
that owhen the snow melted a I|ittle
facedown,er arm fl ung out, stil/l hol di ng
by the spirit archetype, like a soldier who is battle weary, Jeff regards his
impending death as a matter of kindness rather than as a process of transformat

transcendnce. Here it is important to note that as a theriomorph, he can help An
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conclude her rite of initiation, but he cannot complete his. Unable to individu:
because he cannot incorporate the shattevof honour into his personality, Jeff is
foreverdutiful. Annie recognizes the negative aspect of honour when Jeff betrays
of or her own gooddé (190), but Jeff di
Richard. Refusing to incorporate this part of his personality into his consciousnes
Is doomed to repeat the cycle again. Thus when he returns home, he finds B
waiting for him, pottering among the African violets like Annie was when |
experience first began. When he returns home from the Arlington Cemetery
notices, asifforth f i rst ti me, that Broun owi l
Leed (212).

According to Eliade, individuals who experience spirit possession discc
ohidden things anldi nrceovlerdiesexpanemaes ofdheS@GvD |
War reenacted again and again n the present reveal that honour, the controlling f
of the American psyche, has become in fact a death drive, and that and the figt
the soldier, continues to be regarded as a heroic one, elevated above the ordin
his wilingness to sacrifice his life for his principles. To highlight this point, Willis u
an excerpt frMrm BliurcedCebgsaphhidmyc ol 80 s

Catton observes that |ife may nomenbe
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can be oO0induced to give It away very
senseo (1i). Thus, i n final anal ysi s
recogni zes, that the Civil Wa with hosourp r
Ironically, when unresolved, combat trauma ensures that the average Americar
and it seems, till is duty bound.Un n c ol n def fulktiorsaasr & mediator,
thereby promoting a more complete understanding of the repressed congfonen
the American psyche. Unabl e o0to com
spirits,d withouté.becoming their 1In
which the readers may complete the circle of communialization crucial to the prc
of recover from combat trauma by encountering archetypes without be
overwhelmed, recognizing their signatures, whether they be positive or negative
thereby correcting not only the veterans, but also their own psychic imbalances.
no coincidace thatt i n ¢ o | nbégins vidth the follewing lines Stephen Vincent
Benetds note On Traveller from 0The /

They bred such horses in Virginia then,

Horses that were remembered after death

And buried not so far from Christi@mound

That if their sleeping riders should arise

They could not witch them from the earth

again

And ride a printless course along the grass
With the old manage and light ease of hand. (1)
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John Butler
AH. Coxon, Ed.The Fragments of Parmdiied. with New Tanslations by Richa
McKirahanand a New Preface by Malcolm Schofield. Las Vegas: Parmenides H

Company, 2009.

Parmenides

New Parmenides good Greek for
the general reader

The name of Parmenides of Elea, the eminent
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Greek philosopher of the fifth century B. C.
E. , may only be f ami
eponymous dialogue and students of Pre
Socratic philosophy. A quick glance at
Par meni desds remaini |
in verse, reveal a densely cryptic mihachw

is not made much clearer by the quotations
from him which can be found scattered
around the works of later philosophers.
Mor eover, Par meni des
border on the mystical, and one may be
forgiven for wondering whether it is even
possi# to conjecture accurately from a series
of fragments and quotations in other authors
what he thought, or even to make a coherent
translation of Par me
guasireligious language. In the end, the
answer to the latter question is a resdiogn
oyes, o6 with the qual
t o t he |l at e A. H.
expanded edition of Parmenides, with new
translations by Richard McKirahan and a new,
enlightening preface by Malcolm Schofield, a
book which is a wonderful exampfewhat
some mi ghftaschalonedaal d:
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in the very best sense of the word, and whichby t he divine. O0The
will serve for many years as a model for futurewr i t es, 6 kept convey
presentations of s uc mspirivreached onceRheyahdditaken and set no
copious commentary on the fragments andon t he goddess 0e whlhy
poring over the formidabhrray of notes, not carries through every stage to meet her face f«
to mention sensing how much this scholar f a c e a ma n of und
must have loved what he did, is enough to putParmenides, incidentally, wrote in verse,
the contemporary generation of scholars, which was conceived to be the highest form
translators and editors to shame. The text isof literature and therefore closest to the divine
also bilingual, both for the actual writings of and fit for expressing onlyhd highest
Parmenidesiimself and for the citations of thoughts, those which concemed the cosmos
fragments in other authors, which will appeal and the deeds of the gods who inhabited it.
to specialists and Greek scholars alike.The poetic form he uses is hexameters, which
Parmenides of Elea is a lucky man to havewas also employed by Homer in his epics
such a champion, and this book will, if (Parmenides employs a plethora of Homeric
properly read and studied, restore him to hiswords and phrases) and by H#sio his
proper phce as an important and innovative Theogqgnyhere we also encounter a poet who
thinker of the first order. Parmenides Press claims to have received directions from the
has, too, it must be said, added to the pleasuralivine, in this case the Muses. This is what
of this book with an attractive, widisigned gives Parmenides his uniqueness, but als
format on gooehuality paper which makes it leads to controversy in interpretation and
a delight to look at and to holdom e 6 s  h drustlasion with the fact & what we have is
Parmenides belongs to a group of so fragmentary. Here is a philosopher who
philosopher Sokmawmn caswdéd Whedelc |l are t hat re
of course denotes those thinkers who werethat our everyday perceptions of reality are
active before the time of Socrates and Plato.mistaken, and that there is no such thing as
Much of the philosophical discourse in these notbeing, yet he gives us this information
early days concerned the reafrreality, and  through the agncy of divine revelation. This
the question being asdmsdo mea ® bethesona di the most
reality or ar e t h éteresting aspecty o? the PanBenines parado»
philosophers, such as Heraclitus, believed that | t 'S not |l awful , o
reality was both; our senses can seeshould be incomplete, for it is not defective,
oppositions and transformations in reality, whereas Nebei ng woul d | a
and then reason tells us thatetlr®ugh we (75) Thi s S t he €SS
can see change everywhere, things still remaiphilosophy; our senses are deceptive anc
t he same. Par meni des umwelanlp (ay Dedcarees wodld alsb alaim in
for him, reason tells us that reality is one, andthe seventeenth century), reality itself does no
also tells us that if what exists is one, then itchange because its underlying material cannc
canodot be many at t he beseffented eitherry creatioruasttletti@ny me
asthepr ol ogue t o Par me nand tha Wit we @erdeivei ton be onovarsent
us, he was instructed to convey this wisdomand change is simply an illusion. Indeed, one
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might see some similarities between our understanding of what effect he might
Par meni desods i d ea o fhavemad onvmore mduére philosepadrsi wihoy
Einsteinds dictum t h didcussedthetnaure ofdeing, sucheas lteibra:
created nor destroyed. What milglok to Par meni desods grfacalis c
modern readers like a tendentiously mysticaldiscussion of being, and for that he may be
tone is simply the poetic form and language,considered one of the founding fathers of
which Parmenides uses effectively to lend hisontology, the study of the basic nature of
sentences authority. The translation capturegeality. This is where his great importance lies.
the tone admirably. A.H. Coxon (1902001) taught at

| tds not t he pl ac &dinburgh 8&niversgy from w838 thI8@, r
geneal university audience, however, to write having studied at Oxford with Sir David Ross,
as if he were contributing a scholarly article tothe eminent Aristotelian scholar. On his
a philosophical journal, even if he were anretirement in 1980 he started to work on this
expert on the subject. It is the presentation of edition of Parmenides, which appeared in
this material which is under review here, and1986, followed thirteen years later by his
for that we can have g but praise. second book,The Philosophy aim&o An
Mal colm Schofieldds pnagtitah ane Histsricac Coenmentarya andF
the fragments in their intellectual context; his Coxon was a scholar who remained
discussion of the apparent paradox betweenunpublished until he felt he had something
rationalism and mysticism mentioned above significant to say, and these two books,
was particularly interesting to this reviewer. appearing when their author was seventy
Schofield cosiders the belief that seven and eightyne, are a fitting legaty
Par meni desods pr ol ogueis i psodigioesa Ischolarlya $killse gnal r thec
believes that whilst elements of it can be experience of many years teaching and living
I nterpreted that w a y ancientt philesapsy. Asi statecd abdve,dwhaa

account, symbolic in detail but cosmologicals hi nes out here 1is C
i n its setting, 6 and subjact tnld ehis erthussiasm fort conveymg
i1 teral and sy mbol i evedthingahe gneveslinian gccessibie Msay

I maginati on and I ntwith lsoe many. greatl scholarsy des soMdtimes
orevelationd as we miagpsintes ratheretootmuch tof his oeaddrs, tu
but perhaps more | i ktesamohenis are rare, aml ere icquith agu

where one gets a sudden feeling of that it feels good to be addressed by such ¢
comprehension, where everything suddenlyman as if one were almost as knowledgeable
comes togbeer and makes sense. Sometimesand erudite as he himself musthaeen. The
this is accompanied by a feeling that thereisa a me c an be said fo
supreme inteligence present in the world, introduction, which is a worthy addition to
hence the oO0goddessd thd Goxom Itextoanwds corfhaemtarye Asi veelk
to see and understand the truth. Schofield alsoRi c har d Mc Ki r a-lass éand
gives us detailed information about the decision to print a bilingual text, to

Parmen des 6s 1 nfl uence aonolud® dllahe secondapstinomisoand the a
later Greek philosophy, which is importantin f u | | t ext of Coxono:e
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with a concordance, indexes and Greek reader with such a setting, she attempts to
English glossary, was a very wise one. As thereate a commentary conciegy the flawed
reviewer fronPhronesisgreftfully stated, this social customs and mores of her society. In
book is indeed 0the guditor] she tiso @dpictsa d mose persbean
world thatno longe e xi st s andésgue oft psgcholgical adelirium and the
literary and scholarly culture which is fast dramatic effects of obsession. The two
di sappearing. o6 The e théntes tcaliturd fandMgsycholodichl)a fre :

Schofield go a fair way to proving that woven together and give us a newdiof
statement wrong, and Parmenides Publishingjiterary experience.

W|”, | hope, Continue to a|d and abet SChO|aI‘S The narrating Character Of the nove| is

||ke themin furthel’ g|V|ng |t the I|e StUdentS Maya’ a young female resort worker who
and scholars alike can benefit from books like syffers the fate of being a member of a

this, as can a general interested reader; it is Ngwer Hindu caste. She obviously wishes to

necessary to read Greek to benefit flom ajmprove her situation. To her apparent
book like this, although the reviewer now benefit, she gets into a [msnate

wishes that he had studied thaigl&ge  (gjationship with a dashing high caste man
harder in those feuff days when he was t her own age. The man, David, helps her

required to do so! speculate on her goals by substantially
raising her prospects for the future.

Unfortunately, her hopes fall dramatically as
A lemm: she |l earns about ioDav
Natacha AppanalBlue Bay Palace. to marrying another woman. After David
Translated by Alexandr@tanton. Aflame informs her of the issue, they secretly
Books, 2009. continue the sexual aspects of therr

relationship until he finally decides to settle

into his marriage. She continues to stalk him
} ) and his new wife while developing another
Troubled, Dismal, and Slightly somewhat shallow carnal relationship with
Vulgar the gardener. Her uncompromising hatred
for Davidoés wife evo
Natacha Appanah was born in 1973 in compulsive obsession. This eventually leads
Mauritius. She later became a French t o t he wi f eds mur de
resident and worked as a journalist and suicide.
writer. She is the author of four previous Appanahos choice
novels and won literary awards for such as personnarrative is to give us an inside view
the Prix RFO andhe Prix du Roman FNAC. o f the main characte
Nat acha App BluecaBap s andonetiges. This provides a more accurate
Palace is a dismal and, for some tastes, account of psychological distress and
slightly vulgar tragedy set in the tropical unstable introspection. Maya is more than
paradise of Mauritius. Despite charming the just a victim of custom. She is a disturbed

the quint  June2011 90



characér whose situation only triggers
extreme actions for which she already had
the capability.

Everything Maya does and says is
extreme. The lust she feels is described
graphically. She says the following:

| see his tongue
searching for mine. He
was probing me at

length, inside my cheeks,
on my palate, sometimes
at the opening of my
throat, sucking my lips
untii  they  became
swollen with blood and,
as he finally released me,
my head was spinning,

intoxicated.
Thi s S one exampl e
tones. Everyting about her involves
extreme passion. Her tone is always

passionate bubearly always on a shallow
level. She never seems to feel actual love for
the men in her life. For her, intimacy is
orientated towards sex and anger. This
personality is always dediced iIn a
strangely articulate manner. For example,
she states:

Now, we eluded one

another, we took one
another quickly and

savagely  behind a
banyan tree, without
even checking  our

surroundings. My back
was badly scarred by a
repeated banging against
tree bark, hot sand earth
and pebbles. | kissed him
until the sickly taste of
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sweet blood slid on my
tongue. | devoured sex,
his face and body with
the same haste as if it had
only been thinking of
that all my life. | had
never desired so much.

As the novel pogresses, the tone
becomes increasingly vulgar as the narrator
becomes progressively shallow and
uncontrolled. Her feelings toward David
change for the worse. She states:

He was no longer that
dashing young man | had
once known. Since
December, he had been
stripped to the bare truth.
He had shed the mask
Ma y aaddsthe ffifery. nHe iwasg
but a feeble, spineless
and desperate
mané. Having
me, he was now being
eaten up by guilt and was
losing all dignity.
This is a case in point. Her position changes
but her exttme emotions remain. She
eventually begins to feel contempt for David
and the situation but her intense lust
continues. She appears to be a kind of victim
of her culture and circumstances but one
begins to sympathize with David and his
fortune of no longehaving his relationship
with Maya.

Nat acha Appanahos
leaves an impression. It is a psychological
study of human feelings and problems. A
wide range of emotions are described
thoroughly. It has lust, ambition, anger,
hostility, envy, reseément, sadness as well
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as emotions that cannot be defined. It gives
us the chance to sympathize with a person
living with such cultural problems while
also seeing the effect of such problems on a
particular kind of troubled character. It is
recommendable ot a reader interested in

psychology.

Gary A. Kozak

Hari Kunzru TransmissidPenguin Books
2005

Weak ending buta lasting
Impression

Rawi Hage was born in Beirut,
Lebanon in 1964. He has been living in
Canada since 1992. He studied photography
at Dawson College and fine arts at
Concordia University. In additiomo being
an award winning author, he has worked as
an arti$, curator and political commentator.
His other published noveCockroach was
published in 2008.

Rawi Hagd®®&s Nmowéls
is a first person account of life in the most
forbidding type of environment. He is quite
capable of describing such a life from the
viewpoint of one who has personal
experience in that environment. He then
transmits this experience to the readers in a
manner that is vivid, scornful and cynical.
This is accomplished by telling the story
through the narration of the main character.

The story concerns Bassam and
George (De Niro), two stresti s e
attempting to make a living in bombeat
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Beirut at the time of the Lebanese Civil
War. Bassam works on a dock while George
works in a casino. Everything they do and
are involved in is a shakedown or a scam.
The casinoobs I nc beme
corrupt Christian militia while the two main
characters are scamming both the casino and
the militia for meager savings. They
regularly go through various fraudulent
schemes while dodging gunfire, bombs and
landmines. Bassam raises money in any
method pssible for the purpose of buying
his way out o f-h otl heed
moving to Europe. George becomes
increasingly involved with, and eventually

volunteers with, the militia. Bassam,
meanwhi | e, takes on
as a newcoOpaupheonbdn

As the story progresses, Bassam is
deceived by Geor geobs
swindled into selling drugs and whisky at
Georgeos benefit. H
tortured by the Chric
stolen diamonds he knows nothing about.
His mother becomes a war casualty but he
does manage to make contact with a relative
on_the Muslim side of the city. He almost
seftiés "W&wn with a girl named Rana but he
is too agitated and unfocused to have a
meaningful relationship. Out of
disillusionment she loses interest and is
taken by his best friend George. He does
manage to obtain enough money to emigrate
finally but not before he confronts George.

In Europe, life is never that easy. He
makes contact with G
sister. He attemptso finally settle down
with heyr but his repulsive habit of stalking

whie she is with someone else only
gives her a feeling of aversion towardsih
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He gets into more troublkes he experiences
a number of puzzling events. He cannot
move to Canada as @fugee and finally
decides to move to Rome.

Rawi Hagebs descri
war zone are vivid. He tells us about
bombed out buildings and dilapidated roads,
brokenrdown infrastructure and the
dangerous task of walking the streets at any
time of tre day or night. Refer to the
following:

Heat descended, bombs landed,
and thugs jumped the long lines
for bread, stole the food of the
weak, bulled the baker and
caressed his daughter. Thugs
never waited in lines.
Most of the characters are unscrupulond a
fraudulent. They are attempting to survive in
a hellish chaos of a world. France, by
contrast, appears almost entrancing with
quiet streets and laabiding citizens.

The only character we learn about in
depth is the narrator Bassam. He is a product
of the tumultuous society that takes centre
stage in the novel. He is unprincipled,
nihilistic and aimless. His frequent sexual
relations are capricious and without any
emotion, on a whimsical urge to clear his
thoughts. This is a case of erratic and erotic
being used in conjunction. Nothing he ever
does takes much thought and, for this
reason, he is a victim who is taken
advantage of. When he finally arrives in a
more peaceful and orderly Paris, he attempts
to settle down in a relationship but cannot
adapt. K¢ only continues to nervously
smoke his cigarettes thinking of his next
desperate move.

The charact

mai n

consistently cynical. Refer to the following:
They had fought and screamed at
each other when my father came
late at night with alcohol o his

pti obremth anfd al paf ef defaatech

gambl erds hands
mot her 6s face, a
eyes, and chased her to the
kitchen under flying saucers and
above broken plates. Now still,
two corpses devoured by slimy
carnivorous worms, they were at
each ot her 0s t hi
moist earth.

A few thousand Johnny Walkers
marched west, burning throats and
breaking houses. Men drank
liguor, and bedroom doors

slammed, and thighs closed with
promises never to reopen, and
rings were pulled from fingers

and tossed toward old dressers,

weeping mirrors, and joining
walls.
These comments give us the

impression of the atmosphere Bassam is
conveying to us. It becomes less noticeable
after he leaves Beirut.

Bassamdés tone doec
arrives in Paris.His sexual descriptions
change from coarse and vulgar to unselfish
and meaningful. This is an indication that he
wants to improve his life and settle down.
The woman of his interest, Rhea, discovers
that he is not the nicer person he wants to
be. He is sli capable of violent actions. He
is encouraged to surrender his gun but he
disposes of it in a manner which it can be
eropérhg recovieredn Bassam tes retained his
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paranoia regardless of the change in his eventual rescue. His writing Is
environment. journalistic with an ethnographic content.
The strongest f eat ur dewithas bomqddswon, Englanc ih
IS its blunt realism. It contains the 1783 and was the son of a blacksmith. His
appropriate atmosphere providing us with a father intended him to succeed him in a
feeling of security in having a more similar line of work and sent him to
fortunate life than anyone living in such a Donnington Academy at the age of 12.
war zone. His choice of telling the story in During his early educational period, he
the first person gives the reader the learned the useful trades ofathematics,
opportunity tolearn about the psychology of navigation and surveying. He had the
the character. A stronger ending would have opportunity to travel with naturalist Joseph
strengthened the overall plot, however. The Banks before studying metalworking. He
| ast part of the novant his fanoly mavednto Huj wheie she a
life in Paris, leads it into the direction of f ami | y & s business |
resembling an intriguing spy story. This is success.
the point when the realism is lost. It only
complicates the plot at an awkward point in
the novel. Despite it
novel is very compelling as it leaves a long
lasting impression.

Gary A. Kozak

John R. JewittThe Captive of the Nootka
or the Adventures of John R. Jew

Interesting ethnography for
the urinitiated

This  particular book is an
autobiographical account of a sailor, John
Jewitt, who travelled to the nortkestcoast John Jewitt
of North America during the early 19
century. These memo i rHe was mopieed by she writings of exploeeia r
life, his exploration of the Pacific James Cook and decided on a similar life of
Northwest, his capture by the Natives and his own. In 1802, he joined American
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Captain John Salter on a world expedition
that would set out from Boston and sail the
world with major stopovers in northwestern
North America and China. It was an
expedition for traddhe excursion was
actually more complex involving stopovers
in Brazil and Cape Horn. They finally
reached Nootka Sound in March 1803 and
visited the seemingly friendly Nootka
people. A serious breach ofordiality
developed between Captain Salter and the
Nootka chief Maquina that led to the
massacre of Salteros
of his ship. John Jewitt and fellow sailor
Thompson were the only two survivors and
they were subsequently enslaved by
Maquina. The rest of the memoirs tell the
story of this enslavement and the cultural
peculiarities of Nootka society.

Jewitt provides us with insight
concerning just about every aspect of
Nootka culture. He describes their

appearance. He says the following:
They were well formed,

straight, robust and
strong. Their greatest
defect in their

proportions was in their
legs and feet and this
seemed rather the work
of habit than of nature; as
it arose probably from
their mode of sitting
upon the feet, with the
legs bent under them,
which gave them a heavy
clumsy look.

He goes on to describe, in detail, their

hairstyles, facial and bodily ornamentation,

and clothing. He follows it up with

the quint  June2011

appearances of the individual members who
are prominent in the book. He alswepg us
detail on their housing:

The manner in which the
Nootkans prepared their
planks for building, was
by splitting them out
from large pine logs,
which they did with hard
wooden wedges, and
then reducing them to a
proper thickness by
workinghteem nmitht heil a t
chiselsé. Thei
were, none of them, more
than ten feet high, at the
ridgepole, but, broad and

|l ong as they
their boards procured by
so slow and toilsome
process.

This information makes it possible to
reconstruct a Nootka village basea the
description he has provided. It is valuable
concerning the destruction of Aboriginal
cultures in the year
confinement.

Jewitt tells us about the Nootka eating
habits. He mentions the kinds of food they
eat, their manner opreparing it and even
their dining etiquette. He provides details
concerning their fishing and whaling
methods and his tone is one of curiosity and
amazement.

The violent actions of the Nootka are
also described. He states:

The trunkless heads of
the unfatunate
comrades, to the number
of twentyfive, lay with
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their ghastly faces up, in  person.
a row before hi dewitJcovers a wide variety of
told him it was the themes. He describes their religion,
captainodos. T pevernmentn disehses;, cures and warfare
and another was shown, technique. Just about all details of Nootka
in the same way, till the  society are provided to reconstt Nootka
horrid inspection of the society. All ends appear to be covered,
whole number was gone although he could have mentioned more
through wth, though about the interesting dance performed by
some of the faces were Satsat. This is an anthropological study
so disfigured, as to make without the anthropological education and
it impossible for the training.
terrified survivor to tell This is a very interesting lod.
to whom it had belonged. It is a unique combination of ethnography
Although the Nootka attack on the ship and story. It is recommended for any novice
lacks detail, the results of that attack scholar with a keen interest in anthropology
adequately give us the experience Jewitt for a career. It is written in a simple format
went through. and there is a synopsis at the beginning of
The most bizarr e fevwrm thapteethusoniaking redacing eay.s
writing is his choice of writing in the third It is interesting, informative and nen
person as if he were relaying the story from threatening for the unscholarly reader.
someone else. He discusses himself as the
person in the story. His method of telling the
story is in journal formaand this is peculiar
when considering that it is in the third
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Aekrld has had many mag aces b e

real. There have also been stories ofimagical ¢ Iitt
people and monsters | feel the thest 51 AN

myths are reflective of a time v# )€ more in 1ol
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Spring Spirits, skeletons of winter: Reneviiaé
Boreal Thaw




Bubbles rise from muskeg beneath ice, water bee!
feed on algae on tinkling candle ice, returnees froi

walr
sun

eave foot prints on a forest trail, and a shaft of

ight warms a cryogenic frog to life.

Using shapes found in scraps of snow, frozen
puddles and thawing lakes around my Amisk Lake
home, | want to give a sense of the life affirming
energy of our lengy, turbulent spring.



