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EDITORIAL

Door Wide Open
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featured in this issue:   works by Jennifer Bowes

The Dream of Scipio.  Book pages and thread.  2001. 

In Silence the trees wept.  Book pages, thread and ink.  2001 

Woven Knots. Detail.  Butcher cord, thread and ink.  2002 

Suspended.  Knitted book pages.  2005-2007. 

Suspended.  Detail.  Knitted book pages. 2005-2007.  

Head project.  Porcelain (Raku glaze).  2008.  

Head project.  Detail.  Porcelain (Raku glaze).  2008. 

Heads – Installation shot at the Banff Centre – The Other Gallery with Dagmara Genda.  

In Silence – Installation shot at the Harcourt House Gallery in Edmonton.  Tissue paper and 
thread.  2009. 

In Silence – Detail.  Tissue paper and thread.  2009.  

Reference Work for In Silence.
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Creativity in Scientific Writing

by Lisa Verbisky
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     Here and Now

     It is not moments that divide days from nights
     Nor is it infinite blissful dreams 
     Or calendar boxes with lines painted through them
     These define how far or near I am 
     To finding me

     If I forget what exists
     Beneath the fleshy surfaces
     Under the measurable appendages
     Behind the soft pools of iris
     The mirror will not tell me
     Who I am

     There’s a balancing of time
     With no foreseeable balance
     I tip the scales
     In favour of pursuit
     After all don’t we all 
     Deserve to chase happiness?

     Scattered seconds of living
     Gathered like loose change
     From beneath the couch cushions
     At the end of the month 
     My cupped hands are not yet full 
     And I wonder where 
     I had spent it all
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     I am a six armed goddess
     Negligent of her already perfect form
     Reaching out for transformation
     On horizons edge
     Pulling on the stars and shadows
     Of nights lived and lost
     And trying to hold on to 
     The light of the present

     No one ever told me 
     You cannot emulate three faces
     Exist in three planes of time
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     The space or faith needed
     For being

     I find myself
     Where I had forgotten to look all along
     I find myself
     Here
     I find myself 
     Now 

  
        Helen Knott
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Soft Like Fry Bread

by Helen Knott

It was 1965 and one of the coldest winters that decade when Kokum came to my house and 
found my mother elbow deep in suds, scrubbing a diaper clean. Mother stopped mid-scrub and 
rushed to my little brother, making it just in time to fish a potato peel out of his mouth with her 
finger. My brother whined. Mother scolded him, swept the potato peels into a corner, stood there a 
few moments and sighed.

“He’s still drinking. I haven’t seen him in over two months now, and there’s no money left,” my 
Mother said, referring to my father’s absence. She returned to her chair, stopping to pick up a half 
peeled potato. My Kokum nodded silently as she watched my brother crawl toward my two sisters 
who were playing cards nearby.

“Watch them,” my mother said pointing her lips in our direction as she tugged on her coat, button-
ing it up over her swollen belly. “I need to get fire wood.” 

Kokum told me I was three years old then, howling like a coyote with snot flowing into my mouth. 
Mother came back inside with a flurry of snow chasing in after her before she could shut the door. 
She stoked the fire and started on a supper of boiled potatoes.

My Kokum stood up and pointed at me.

“That one,” she said.

“I’m taking that one,” my Kokum declared. 

Kokum told me this story twice but never included my mother’s reply. I like to think my mother 
put up a fight. I like to think she said no repeatedly, getting louder each time, hitting the top of the 

stained wooden table with her calloused fingered fist. Maybe she asked, “For 
how long will you take my son?” I imagine her agreeing with my Kokum, 
believing I was only going for an overnight visit. Yet I can’t help but picture march/12
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my mother silently nodding her head without looking up to meet my 
Kokum’s eyes. Mother probably stayed hunched over peeling potatoes, 
her shoulders and head heavy with the worry of empty cupboards, the 
burden of many little bellies to fill, and the weight of an absent hus-
band.

My Kokum loaded me on the toboggan she used to carry potatoes, flour, and on rare occasions, oranges. 
She pulled me six houses down and took me into my new home. Kokum’s house had two small rooms: 
one belonged to Kokum and the other to my Aunt Liza and her boyfriend. He was always stumbling in 
while the sky cradled the moon, breathe heavy with the smell of whiskey. At first, I shared Kokum’s bed, 
but when I was five, I started to sleep in the main room with the other boys.

David, Michael, Lawrence, and Charlie were my true brothers in life, all of us taken in by Kokum. We 
were from families who couldn’t, or just plain wouldn’t, care for us. Each night, we lined up on the liv-
ing room floor like sardines in a can. Often we shared the space with a drifter or relative who was passing 
through. “No” wasn’t a word Kokum used when someone needed help.
 
The Metis people of Chetwynd lived in Moccasin Flats: a string of shack-like houses on the outskirts of 
town. The doors screeched. The floors had missing planks, yet the homes overflowed with men, women, 
and children. At night you could hear men hooting and hollering, swollen eyed women crying, and 
sometimes the sweet sound of a fiddle. 

At first, I didn’t think it was strange that I lived at Kokum’s house. In fact, I believed I lived with her 
because I was her favourite grandchild. But when I turned eight years old, my feelings changed and I 
began to wonder why I had to visit my brothers and sisters instead of live with them. There were other 
kids in Moccasin Flats being raised by their Kokums, but their parents didn’t live a few doors down.

 I spent a lot of afternoons at mother’s house and sometimes the visit would end with a fat lip or a 
bloody nose, but I always came back the next day ready to apologize for something I’d never started. 
When I visited, I swept the floor, did the dishes, or hauled in firewood, hoping mother would see I 
was a good boy and let me come home. She never noticed. My brothers and sisters didn’t care if I came 
around but I refused to give up. I didn’t understand why I was different. My family treated me like a 
pesky mosquito, but all I wanted was to belong.

“Get out of there!” my sister shrieked as she shoved me away from the cupboard. 

“I was just looking!” I yelled back, lying with as much outrage as I could muster.
 
“You’re not allowed to eat our food,” she said angrily as she crossed her arms. 

“I didn’t touch nothin,” I pouted.

“Oh yeah? What are those crumbs on your lip then?” she said pointing at my 
march/12
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mouth. 

I put my head down and said nothing in my defense. 

“I’m telling mom,” she smirked. 

I left the house and scooped up a few stones just in case I saw a grouse. I had been working on my 
aim lately and Kokum would be proud of me for bringing home a grouse on my own.  My stomach 
began to feel heavy with regret. They had cookies in their cupboard and I was really hungry. We never 
had cookies. When I reached Kokum’s house, she was sitting at the table with pink rollers adorning 
her head and a hand-rolled cigarette dangling from her lips. 

“You going to bingo?” I asked her. 

“How’d you know?” she asked, cocking her head to the side as if she didn’t know herself. 

“Kokum, that’s the only time you curl your hair!” I teased.

The corners of her lips turned up and she put out her cigarette then motioned for me to come over. 
Kokum pulled me on to her lap and ran her fingers through my hair. 

“Your hair is just about long enough to curl too,” she teased.

“Kooooookum,” I squealed as I ripped away from her embrace. 

“I’ll cut it tomorrow, my boy. If I win enough, maybe I’ll even give you money to get a haircut,” she 
cooed. Kokum’s voice was sweet like raspberry jam and soft like her fry bread. 

That night I rolled my blanket out on the floor and brought the second one around me sliding the 
ends snugly under either side of my body, forming a tight cocoon. I never complained to Kokum, but 
at night I imagined for her a house with a stove so she could be warm in winter. It would have run-
ning water, a bathtub, and a flush toilet.  I pictured a house with enough rooms and mattresses for all 
of us boys. I drifted off dreaming of a mattress of my very own. 

In the morning, I cut myself a thick slab of bread and used Kokums’ raspberry jam to coat it. After 
every little crumb had been eaten from the table top, I headed to my mother’s house. As I approached, 
I could hear the laughter of my eldest sister. I tried the handle but the door was locked. I knocked. 
Nothing. I knocked again. Still nothing. I knocked harder. The lock slid out of place and the door 
opened a sliver. My sister’s obsidian eyes appeared under a gathered brow.

“Let me in,” I said, pushing at the door.

“Mom says you’re not allowed,” she taunted as she blocked my entrance. 
march/12
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“What do you mean?” I asked.

“Mom says you’re not allowed here unless she’s here. She said you can’t 
come in and eat our food. It’s not for you!” 

“Yea right!” I yelled as I tried to push past her. 

She shoved me with the strength of a cow moose and I tumbled backwards. I got up and ran at the 
door, pounding it with my balled-up brown fists. 

“Let me in! Let me in!” I cried. 

My sisters and brothers appeared at the window with curious looks upon their faces and watched me 
as if I was some raging zoo animal. My cheeks burned and my arms began to feel weak.

 “I won’t eat any more food. I promise. Just let me in!” I shouted as I turned the handle repeatedly.

“Please! I swear I won’t do it again. I was just hungry that’s all. I won’t do it again,” I vowed as tears 
cut tracks down my cheeks. 

“I won’t eat nothing, I swear,” sobbing to an unmoved audience. 

One by one they shrugged, shook their heads, then disappeared behind the walls that separated the 
wanted from the unwanted.

Tears blurred my vision. I ran toward Kokum’s and away from what I couldn’t understand. Inside, I 
fell like a rag doll to the floor, unable to pick myself up. Kokum placed my head in her lap, ran her 
fingers through my hair, rocked me gently back and forth, all the while humming until I stopped 
crying.

“Kokum,” I sputtered, “why don’t I belong?”

“My boy,” she sighed. “you look like you did the day I took you home, snot nosed and crying.” She 
chuckled to herself. 

“When I saw you like this many years before, I knew,” she said motioning from her head outwards, 
“that you belonged with me. You belonged here with us.” 

Kokum pulled me up to a sitting position and placed her hands on ei-
ther side of my face and looked me in the eyes. 

“You belong here,” she said as she pointed at her heart. 
march/12
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“My boy,” Kokum said, “come for a walk with me.”

I rose silently and followed her out the door and along the wooded 
path behind our house. We walked up a low slope, both of us silent, 
listening to the forest around us. Nature seemed to make her young again and she blazed a trail ahead 
of me and I struggled to keep up. She led me into a clearing where all of Moccasin Flats was visible.

 “I want you to look at this,” she said as she waved her arm over the land, “The way our peo-
ple are living are not our ways, they have gotten lost here. Settling in one place has made 
them crazy and they lost something of themselves my boy. They have become takers, piling 
up stuff like the white man does, instead of sharing with each other. This isn’t the way of those 
who went before us. They never come out to the bush to hear what the Creator has to say.”

Kokum drew in a deep long breath before she spoke again, “Your mother... they took her from 
me. They put her in that residential school and when she came back to us she was different. I don’t 
know what happened, but she had nightmares after that. Something bad happened, something 
made her distant like she is. It’s like her spirit follows two steps behind her and her heart, even 
further back. It’s not her fault my boy and it’s not yours, she needs to call her spirit back to her.”

Her eyes glazed over and she went silent.

“Most of these people that live here went to that bad place too. They are all walking around wounded and 
angry. No one talks about these things and they carry whatever happened around with them. That’s why 
they fight so much and drink. I want it to be different for you. A lot of the families here are on welfare. 
I have seen that the easiest way to kill a man’s spirit is to pay him to do nothing. I want you to work hard 
for what you want. There is more for you than this. You are with me because the Creator meant for it 
to happen my boy. An easy road makes for a weak spirit, your road is hard but you will be able to gain 
strength and make it through much. My boy, can’t you see? You are mine so that you may see in a new way.”

Kokum closed her eyes and began to pray in Cree. Tears flowed down my face and I felt a heaviness 
lift from my heart. That night I dreamt I was in my mother’s backyard looking up at the clotheslines 
that crisscrossed each other. I stood on one foot and began to flap my arms. The sky was so blue just 
beyond the wires. I knew that if I flapped hard enough, I would be able to rise up like an eagle. Just 
as I was about to rise off the ground, I woke up. 

That morning I felt calm and hopeful. I knew that I was going to be able to make it through anything. 
I belonged, with or without the acceptance of my mother and siblings. I would make something of 
my life, go to school, graduate, have a family of my own and work hard. I closed my eyes again and I 
whispered a prayer to the Creator for the first time in my life. I was right where I was supposed to be.
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Versions of the North

Scenario 6: 
�

��������	��
�����������

�

II. There Is No God & Humans Are Essentially Evil

        amongst all this kung-fewshun
   some claritas wld be nice
 let’s ask ol’Maggot Brain
       aka Cowboy Mouth
  whassup? still lost midlife in a dark wood

blazing w/hostility & feelings of defeated gigantism?

 [all the while the local constabulary continue to have sex
   in their marked police cars, on duty & in uniform]

  slowly becoming aware of deficiencies in mindfulness
& autobiographical memory
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     its mad dance of self-enhancing productivity
 that whole Heideggerian marmalade
    
how you stand in relation to the many realms
oscillating between suspicion of total futility & desire for total dominion
being particularly sensitive to cultural factors in the structuralization of 
perception
          dreamers
  listen to animals dance & sing
  block out the noise of “so many lucky men
restless in the midst of abundance”
        always running
     interpersonal deficits
 occurring accidentally in a dehierarchized sequence of daily events

trauma of the symbolic order aggravates what’s already in their heads
        a psychic neuralgia
wholly unknown to normal life
     where apparently it’s still a novelty 

for men to have sex w/an orangutang

 [at least the cops are monitoring radios for duty-related calls
  during their various sexual encounters]

         how to join
the adequacy of what is told
    to a mania for deepening collusion w/non-being
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   living off Mesozoic investments
      history overflows ontology
  in a tsunami of prosperity
        our money so clean
   its imageless affective presence
        transcends that which passes for natural in me

both work & hatred derived from erasure of particularity
   signs of infection & disease
      theory emerging effortlessly from ethnographic language
     the long slide into happiness
 unregulated behavior, depression, alcoholism, aggressiveness, interpersonal insensitivity
      taking what you need & pissing on the rest
 increase dosage & dictate a necessary world
         of sentient beings
   context for our understanding relations w/the spirit that doth pierce
enveloping gloom

  *  *  *  *  *

      “so there we were, high on Yagé,
 “lying around in a telepathic state”
        fully aware
of the maleness we participated in
     preoccupied anxious & depressed
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  proud pioneers bringing benefits of clean, safe nuclear power
    practicing an arid   ferocious scholasticism
   testing the limits of a denatured humanity
 seeking almost continually to please
        the girl just kept on getting
pregnant
  by that bespectacled fellow w/his metallic procurer’s voice
 seeking the pathways that connect all sentient beings in the war of all against all
       her mouth comes to you
  like the manifest rejoicing in quantities
         a continuous
self-vibrating region
     of intensities
 trying to find the one in whom you are
        a positive & active
anguish
    tied forever to desire
  [a dead Iron-Balance for weighing Pains & Pleasures]
          liable
 to grow in anything:
     observez les people of the dream!
falling through the Happiness Gap
       their wheel of desire
  punishment for the adequacy of what is
    thot closest to the visions things have of themselves 
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   instant conductors seize passing matter & lead it harmlessly through me
growing rigidly attentive to glimpses of bared 

athletic girl-flesh
   our hero pulls a rat from ‘is ass
         amidst much
  phenomenological parsing of reality

   pale limitless blue & green recessions
   laced w/strands of scud

 mark the solipsistic dead-end of the romantic lyric
beside which an orangutan from a prostitute village in Borneo
         wuz found
  chained to a wall   lying on a mattress
[if a man walked near her she wld turn herself around & present herself
      start gyrating]
 of course we’re all desperate characters
& multiple biological relationships do breed complexity
          but surely    
 the animals at least
   must remain     holy

  always he w/most to hide
       leading calls to openness
self-serving individual biases inevitably undermining cooperative activity
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    women always in a hurry
 jobs whose uneventfulness wld be unbearable if not for the abundance of 1st class opium
   even the most reasonable people make errors when they think
   under fire

  *  *  *  *  *

        w/deconstruction as inheritance
our obsession w/crabs, homosexuals, tree roots, the slime

of being a $3.5 billion / 900 megawatt question, poignant
      evokes negative affect, tension, lack
 of responsiveness, overt & covert hostility
     amongst those divorce-prone individuals
writing in the guts of the world of work
  stories realized in the theatre of their telling
  decline of plants & birds
  freedom manifest in     highfalutin’ entertainment
 & Boethian reframing tactics
       of avoidance & atomism
     vicarious trauma & compassion fatigue

merging depressive illness w/self
eyes roll upwards in skull
        she strips herself

of every purpose
      to catch a voice
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from the unsaid
 regulative object of interpellation
        big box drugstore w/
guard-tower motif at Spy Hill
     
  a more optional, less permanent institution
   lying under generic substrate
  these lovely guilty people take refuge in scale & Shabu
   [a local variety of methamphetamine]
 to master the glimpse
it helps to have a kind of indifference on one’s side
 to participate in an abomination larger than oneself
         squeezing lines
       into pictures
         composing
        turds
          breaking
    Planks
      over the head of Hodos
     chameleontos
        one is what one knows
   in this theatre of appearances
       our perceived self-efficacy domains

allow us to get the boss off to one side & give him a pump-action earful
    experience the ecstasy of Gestalt
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   those negative aspects more salient than
mot der gism & bomb kultur
          totalizing
 downward incompatibilities of modern life
  delirium, hallucination & wracking nausea

taking an unprovoked swing at desublimation
  
         both city & country wives
    tired of this Uranian atmosphere
   taking crazy things seriously
   modeling her isolation
         love made angry knows
       loneliness like a spouse

� � � � � � � � � � �

            G.P. Lainsbury
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“Order, decorum”
....and silence

Peter Higginbotham has written ex-
tensively on the subject of human rights in 
British history. He has become an authority 
on the topic of workhouses and the prison 
system. He has also presented programmes 

about workhouses 
on the BBC. To 
date, eight 

books have been on his bibliography. He 
presently lives in West Yorkshire and has con-
tributed to magazines, radio and television 
programs.

The workhouse is a uniquely British 
institution that was discontinued in 1930. 
Consequently, its social impact and memories 
have faded and its con
temporary public awareness tends to be very 
limited. Despite its relegation to the his-
torical archives, the concept has never been 
completely forgotten. It appears in quantity 
in Victorian art and literature from the same 
period and this is where we get a certain de-
gree of appreciation for it.In recent years, Pe-
ter Higginbotham has done very extensive re-
search on workhouses and has followed it up 
with a comprehensive amount of literature. 
He has recently published two encyclopedic 
volumes on the topic of the institution that 
was very important in a lengthy period of 
British history.

Life in a Victorian Workhouse is Hig-
ginbotham’s presentation of the issue in pan-
oramic form. It is informative and detailed 
with the help of visual and statistical aids. He 
describes the workhouses’ origins, admitting 
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procedures, daily life, diet, health care, labor and 
subsequent demise. He also gives us an insight 
into the 

policies with regard to the elderly and children as 
well as special cases. He includes its contribution 
to literature and art. One of the features of the 
book is its description of the workhouse itself. 
Higginbotham explains the following:

The most important design feature of a work-
house building was its separation of the different 
categories of inmate. Within the building, doors 
and staircases were arranged to prevent contact 
between the various classes, while the outside 
space was divided up into separate exercise yards 
by high walls...Each class usually had its own day-
room on the ground floor with dormitories lo-
cated above….The one communal 
are of the workhouse was the dining hall which 
served a dual purpose as the chapel. Segregation 
still operated, however, with different seating ar-
eas for the various classes of inmate, sometimes 
with 

Left: women eat in si-
lence at a Workhouse.

a screen separating 
men from women.
Although the in-
teriors improve, 
with emphasis on 
increased com-
fort, they were 
uniformly grim. 
Although the in-
teriors improve, 
with emphasis on 
increased com-
fort, they were 
uniformly grim 
with the forbid-
ding appearance 

and aura of a prison. Workhouses were usually 
operating on limited budgets and the emphasis 
on their construction was established on basic 
shelter rather than comfort. The ill-fitting acco-
modations were aggravated by moral and strict 
regulations. The residents were referred to as ‘in-
mates’ as their lives were controlled on a tight 
leash and their work schedules were heavily su-
pervised. Higginbotham explains the following:

Workhouse inmates slept in dormitories, usually 
with the beds packed close together. Uniforms 
were stored overnight in baskets placed under 
the bed. Bed sharing was common up until the 
1870’s. 
Children in particular often had very cramped ac-
commodation….Meals were to be eaten with ‘or-
der, decorum’ and until 1842, silence.

It is stated that the strict rules of workhouse 
life were enforced with even stricter penalties 
for those who broke 
them. Infringe-
ments such as lying 
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and gambling were punishable by forced 
bread and potato diet. More serious offenc-
es were punishable with solitary confinement 
in a ‘refractory cell’ He does explain that not

Above: Victorian Workhouse at Nantwich.

in a ‘refractory cell’ He does explain that not all 
workhouses operated under identical regulations 

Nineteenth-century workhouse at Nantwich

and that the regulations eased in the later years of 
the institution.

This book is an introduction to the issue 
and serves as an informative history of the British 
workhouse system with emphasis on its origins, 
organization and impact. He introduces it to a 
generation that never had the first-hand oppor-
tunity to experience it. His research covers the 
issue from so many angles and themes. He ex-

plains the provisions of 
government laws that   
were passed over  time. 

The writing style 
is completely in-
formative and 
non-literary. His 
presentation of the topic is very meticulous with 
all ends covered. 

In the other book, Workhouses of the 
Midlands, Higginbotham now focuses on the 

workhouses themselves 
rather than the overall sub-
ject. The English Midlands 
is now the point of focus 
as this was a typical work-
house region due to its 
more volatile social history. 
The workforce of the Mid-
lands tended to be less per-
manent, more seasonal and 
prone to periods of poverty. 
The themes from the other 
book are mentioned but 
they are now more sum-
marized as the other book 
is intended to be read first.

In this book, Higgin-
botham’s presentation is 
similar to a tourist guide as 
he describes characteristics 
and historical backgrounds 

of individual workhous
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He states the following:

Early casual wards housed their residents in large 
 communal rooms. In the 1970’s, a new ‘cellular’
 system was introduced where inmates were 
kept separate, occupying their own prison-like  
cells for the night before performing a task of   
work….
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Conditions in many casual wards were appall-
ing and many graphic accounts were provided by 
so-called’ social explorers such as former MP…. 
Who visited them incognito….described the 
Headington casual ward as a ‘dirty, high-win-
dowed, elongated cell, with the almost uncovered 
combination of bath and cesspool at the end’.

An added feature of this book is the de-
scription of the workhouses themselves. He states 
the following:

At the front was an entrance block contain
ing a porter’s room and waiting room on 
the ground floor, with the Guardians’ board 
room above. To the rear was the children’s school and 
dining room, connecting to the central supervision 
hub where the workhouse master had his quarters....

This type of information is found through-
out the book as Higginbotham goes over every 
attainable workhouse in the Midlands region.

As these are just two books in a series, it is 
difficult to say whether Higginbotham has suc-
cessfully covered all angles of the issue. The first 
of these books is a somewhat detailed summary 
and is expected to contain the maximum quan-
tity of information. Despite its extensive nature, 
it would be nice to learn about a few other top-
ics. He doesn’t mention the impact of the poverty, 
workhouse life on the staff and management. It is 
rather focused on inmates’ conditions and policy. 

Another interesting topic would be a com-
parison of Britain’s poverty situation with other 
countries. This way, the workhouse system could 
be more effectively judged. With the information 
he provided, Higginbotham’s account is still an 
important study case and perhaps the standard 
on the issue. It is highly recommended for any-
one and especially for a student of social work.

march/12

Passionate, funny, tragic, 
and intelligent....
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Confuscius Temple in Shandong Province
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Gilbert and his great 
idea...
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Doctor, scientist and writer, William Gilbert
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Eward Said: a dangerous, 
inaccurate, intellectually 

shoddy organ grinder
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Venetian Orientalist painting. 1511. The Louvre.
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Le Bain Turc by Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres
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Half World: a fantastic 
read for the animated 

mind

A coming-of-age book, Half World by 
Hiromi Goto is a story about learning to take 
responsibility for the choices that are made in 
one’s life.  Melanie Tamaki, the novel’s hero-
ine, suffers from teenage alienation.  An out-
sider and unpopular at school, she and her ag-
ing, ill, single mother are barely surviving on a 
limited income.  Then one day Melanie comes 
home to find her mother missing…lured to 
Half World by a nightmarish cannibal called 
Mr. Glueskin.  She journeys to Half World to 
save her mother…and the universe as well.

There is nothing unusual about this nar-
rative line in children’s literature action and 
adventure books.  Fantastic worlds, individu-
ation patterns, epic quests, and self-discovery 
are all part and parcel of fantasy genre and Half 
World fits comfortably within this frame.  What 

does make Half World 
unusual and star
tling is its persistent 

use of terror 
and the gro
tesque. This 
is a novel-
that starts 
in a state  of 
emot iona l 
frenzy and 
keeps up this 
pace until its 
final chap-
ter.  Goto 
introduces 
the night-
marish real-
ity of Half 
World as 
soon as the 
book opens: 
p u r s u e d 
by unseen 
m o n s t e r s , 
a heavily 
pregnant woman and her male companion at-
tempt to run across an insubstantial, rail-less, 
undulating bridge which spans a deep, empty 
chasm.  Unable to outrun the tall, thin, mouldy, 
reeking creatures which gibber in pursuit, they 
are caught.  Expecting to be tortured and killed 
by Mr. Glueskin, a very unpleasant creature who 
uses his tongue like a frog when he is not spitting 
balls of sticky mucus everywhere, they discover 
instead that one of them must stay behind as a 
captive so that the other may leave.  The die is 
cast.  The woman, Melanie’s mother, leaves the 
father of her child behind and goes to Earth to 
have her baby and raise her.  As always, there is a 
condition attached to such a release:  the mother 
must return when summoned by Mr. Glueskin 
or her partner will die.  

  Once on Earth, things do not improve for 
Goto’s protagonists and the emotional frenzy conmarch/12



Anime characters  are often  conflations of human and 
animal chracteristics.

tinues unabated. The reader finds Melanie Tamaki 
pelting around the corner of a sidewalk being chased 
and jeered at by bullies. An overweight, tormented 
nerd, she does not fit in with the other teenagers. It 
is no surprise that Melanie, an introvert, likes books 
and spends as much time as she can in the sanctuary 
of a bookstore that she has discovered. She returns 
home to find her mother gone, and her quest for self-
hood begins.  The obligatory theriomorphs found in 
such children’s stories appear, in this case, the help-
ful animal spirits take the forms of a White Cat and 
a Jade Rat.  A kindly bookstore owner helps her find 
her way into that other dimension which 
has swallowed her mother.  There she outwits gi-
ants and monstrous beings until the exhausted 
adult reader begins to beg for reprieve. Half World 
is not a place for those over the age of fifteen.  
Melanie’s experiences when she journeys to Half 
World are vivid and the pace is too punishing for 
people whose metabolisms have slowed with age.  

Counterpointing the jarring, frenetic pace of 
Melanie’s adventures is the story line itself. At first, 
the story appears to be too predictable for those 
familiar with and brought up on Aesop, Grimms, 

Tolkien, L’Engle, Travers, and Lewis. However, for 
a younger generation of readers who enjoy the ex-
otic delicacies of Japanese anime and have not been 
indoctrinated by the authors mentioned above, I 
suspect that Half World is just the ticket.  In Half 
World, there are strong echoes of hysterical, con-
flicted relationships between the protagonists and 
their helpful, conflated monsters of Beyblade and 
Pokemon.  As in much Japanese anime, the alien-
ated child-hero does an awful lot of running and 
fighting.  And as in this sort of anime, childhood is 
presented in terms of an epic struggle, war between 
the human and the demonic, Good and Evil, set in 
a nightmarish reality populated by slavering, unnat-
ural monsters threatening the much-desired possi-
bilities of individual growth and human happiness.

Generally, winning such a conflict is ex-
tremely important in children’s stories.  Only by 
vanquishing one’s opponent can one move on to the 
next stage of one’s development and fulfill one’s self.  
In Half World, however, how one wins is more im-
portant than the victory itself.  Melanie has the op-
portunity to destroy Mr. Glueskin--and her animal 
guide urges her to do so.  But, as Goto points out, 
such an action is only a band-aid solution for in or-
der for the source of the conflict is not the individ-
ual but the cycle in which the individual is caught.  
When Melanie recognises this truth, she destroys 
the cycle in which her family has been trapped and 
rescues not only her mother, father, and herself, 
but also Mr. Glueskin and his band of monsters.

Like all good children’s stories, Half World 
transmits an important if unpleasant truth about 
modern consumer culture. Like Mr. Glueskin, 
we exist not only to devour goods and the world 
around us, but to devour each other as well.  It 
is a wonderful moment when Melanie, Mrs Wei 
(the bookstore owner), and Baby G (Mr. Glueskin 
transformed) settle down in the final chapter to re-
assemble the family unit and begin a new cycle of 
life.  The pace slows beauti
fully once their lives have 
changed for the better.  
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Of course, the 
reader is left with a number of questions at the 
book’s end. Will Melanie, Wei, and Baby G’s at-
tempt to live happier, fulfilled lives be success-
ful?  Goto avoids closure by leaving that ques-
tion to the therimorphs’ conversation at the 
novel’s end.  In the closing pages, The Cat re-
marks that human lives are so pitifully pedes-
trian, but the Rat wisely reminds him that no 
can be certain about that: “[s]ometimes end-
ings are beginnings in the makings,” she says. 

With the ending of Half World in mind 
(and because I am coming to the end of this re-
view), I am happy to recommend Half World 
to anyone interested in children’s action lit-
erature.  Also, I think this book would be un-
derstood and appreciated by them. Published 
by Viking Press, Half World, the winner of the 
2010 Sunburst (YA Division) Award and Carl 
Brandon Parallax Award, is well worth the 
money spent on it.  I’ll be passing my copy on 
to my kids. Charles de Lint is certainly correct 
when he notes that “Half World is an absolute 
treasure of a book, one of those hidden gems 
that deserves as wide an audience as possible.” 

Pleasantly sarcastic:  Sin-
gapore, / Oxford /New 

York
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  Zog:  man for all seasons 
and some reasons
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Zog resplendent in hid trademark white uniform.
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The Palace of Zog I.
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The grave of King Zog near Themis, France.
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124 quint call for papers

The quint’s fourteenth issue is issuing a call for theoretically informed and historically grounded 
submissions of scholarly interest—as well as creative writing, original art, interviews, and reviews 
of books.  The deadline for this call is 20th May 2012—but please note that we accept manu/digi-
scripts at any time.

quint guidelines

All contributions to the quint will be forwarded to a member of the editorial board.  Manuscripts 
must not be previously published or submitted for publication elsewhere while being reviewed by 

the quint’s editors or outside readers.

Hard copies of manuscripts should be sent to Dr. John Butler or Dr. Sue Matheson at the quint, 
University College of the North, P.O. Box 3000, The Pas, Manitoba, Canada, R9A 1M7.  We 

are happy to receive your artwork in digital format, PDF preferred.  Email copies of manuscripts, 
Word or RTF preferred, should be sent to either jbutler@ucn.ca or smatheson@ucn.ca.

Essays should range between 15 and 25 pages of double-spaced text, including all images and 
source citations.  Longer and shorter submissions also will be considered. Bibliographic citation 

should be the standard disciplinary format.

the quint thanks  Steve Roe (Dean, Academic and Career Programs, Northern Lights College–
Fort Saint John), Kathryn McNaughton (Vice-President, Academic, University College of the 

North), and David Douglas Hart for their support of this project.

ThThThThThThThTheeee qqqqqqquuuuuuuiiiinnnnntttt’’’’’sssss ffffffoouurrtteenthhh iiiiiiissssssssssssssssssuuuuuuuee iiissss iiisssuing a call forr tthhheeeeeeooooorrreeettiicaaallllllyyy iinfffooormeeddd aaaannnnddddddd hhhhhhhiiissssssstttttoorrriiiccccallllyyy grooouuunndddeeeddd ssss
sssuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbmmmmiiiiiiisssssssssssssssiiiiioooooonnnnss ooooooooffffffff sssssssssscccccccchhhhhhhhhhhholarllllllyyyyyyyy iiinnnnttteeerrrreeesssstttt———ass well as cccrrreeeaaaattttiiiiivvvvveee wwwrrriiittiiiinnngg,, ooriggiiinaalll aaaarrrtttttt,,, iiiiinnnnttttteeeerrrrrvvviieeewwwwwss,, annnnddd rrrrrreeevvviieeewwwsss 
ooooofffffffff bbbbbooooooookkkkkkssssss..  ThThThThThe ddddeadllllinneeee ffffffffoooooorrr tttthhhhiiiisss ccall is 20th Maaaayyyyyyy 222220000001112222———bbbbbuuuut pppllleeease notee ttthhhhhhaaatttttt wwwweee aaaccccceepppttt mmannuuuu////dddiiiiggggiii-
sssscccccrriiipppptttttssss aaaattt aaaaaannnnnny time.

qqqqqquuuuuuiiiiinnnnttt ggggggggguuuuuuuuuuiiiiiiiidddddddddddeeeeeeelllllliiiiiiinnnnnnnneeeeeeeeesssssssstt

All coooonnnnnnntttttttrrrrrrriiiiiiibbbbbbbuuuuuuuuuuttttiiiioooooonnnsssssss tttttttttooooooo tttttthhhhhheeeee  qqqqqquuinnt wwill bbeee ffforrwwaaarrrdddddddddeeeeeeeeddddddddd ttttooooo aaaaa mmmeeeeemmmmmmmmmbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeerrrrrrr oooooooooffffffff tttttthhhhhhheeeeee eeeeeeddddddiiiiiiittttoooorriiall bbbbbbbooooooooaaaaaarrrrrddddd..   MMMMMMMMaaaaaaannnnnuuuuuusssscccccrrriiiippttts t
mmmmmmuuuuuuuussssssstttttttt nnnoott bbbeeeeeeeeee  ppppppppprrrrreeeeeeevvvvvviiiiiooooooouuuuuuussssssllllllyyy pppppppuuuuuuuuubbbbbbbbbllllllliiiiissshhhhhhheeeeeeedddddd oooorr sssuubbmmmiitttttteeeeeeeddd fooorrrrr pppppppuuuuubbbbbllllliiiiiiccccaaaaaatiiioooooonnnnnnnn eeeeeeellllllllllsssssseeeeeeewwwwwwhhheerreee while bbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeiiiiiinnnnggg rrrrrrreeeeeeevvvvvviiieeweeeeedddddddddd bbbbbbbbyyyy 

ttttthhhhhhhhhheeeeee qqqqqqqqquuuuuuuuuiiiiiinnnttt’’’’sss eeeeddddddddiiiiiiittttttoooooooors ooooorrrrrrr oooooouutsiiddddeee rrrreeeeeeaaaaadddddeeerrrrssssss..ss

HHaaarrdd ccooppiieeeeeeessss ooooooooooooofffffffff mmmmmaannuusssccccrriippts sshhhhhoouuuulllddd bbbbbbeeeee ssseeenntt ttttttoooooooooo DDDrrrrrrr.. JJJJoooohhnnn BBBBBBBBuuuuuutttlllleeeerrrrr ooorrr DDDDDDr.. Sue Mathesooooonnnnnnn aaaatttt tttttttthhhhhhhee quinnnttttttt,, ttt
UUUUUUUUniiverrssiittyyyyyyyyyy CCCCCCCCoolllllleeggge of thhe NNorrthh, PPP.O. BBBoooxxx 3333333300000000000,,, ThThThThThTheee PPPPPPPPaaaasss,,, MMMMMMMMMMaaaaaannnnnnniiiiiiitttttooooooobbba, Canada, R9999AAAAAAAAAAA 1111MMMMMMMM7.  We 

arrree happppyy tttooooooooooo rrrreeeecceeeeeiiivvve your artwork in diggittaallll ffffooooooorrrmmmmmmaaaaattttttt,, PPPDDDDDDFFFFFFFF ppppprrreeeeffffffeeeeerrrrrrreeeeeeeeddddddddd.  EEmail copies offffffffff mmmmmmaaaaaaannnnnnnuuuuscriptss, 
WWWoorrdd oooooorrrr RRRRTTTTTTTFF preffeerrrreed, should be ssennntt tttttttoooo eeiiiittttttthhhhhheeeeeerrrr jjjjjjjjjbbbbbbbbbuuuuutttlller@@@@@@@@@uuuucccccccnnnnn..cccaa orjj @@@@ smathesoooonnnnnn@@@@@@@@@uuuuucccccnnnnnnn.ca@@@@@ .

EEssaays shhooooooouuuuuuldddd rrrrraaaaannnngggggeeee bbbeetween 15 andd 2555 ppppaaaaaaaagggggeeeeeeesss oooooooooffffff ddddddooooouuuuuuuubbbbbbbbblllle-spppppppaaaaaaccccceeeedddddddddd tteexxt, including aaaaaaaallllllllllllll iiiiimmmmmmmaaaaaggggges andd 
soourrcce cittaaaaaattttttiiiiiiionnsss....  LLLonger and shorter suubbbbmmmmmiiiiiiissssssiiiiioooooonnnnnssssss aaaaalllsssooooo wwwwwwwwwiiiilllllllllll bbbbbbeeee ccccccccoooooonnnnnsidered. Biblioggggggrrraaaappppppppphhhhhhiiiiiicccc ccitaatttiiiiiioooonnnnn 

should be theeee ssttaaaaaaaannndddaaaaaarrrrdddddd ddddddiiisscccccciiiiipppppppplllliiiiiinnnnnnaaaaaaaarrrryyyyy fffffffffooooooormat.

tttthheeee qqqqqqqqqquuint thaaaannnnnkkkss  Steevvvee RRoeee (((DDDDDDDeeeeeaan,, AAAccccaaddemmicc aaaaaannnnnndd Career PPrrograms, Northern Lights Colllleegggggggeeeeeee–––
FFFFoorrtttttt SSaint Jooohhhnnn)),, KKaathhrryyyn MMMMMMMcNauuggggghhhhhhttoonn ((VVViiccceeeee---PPPPPrrresidenttttt, AAAAAAcademic, University CCCCCCooollllege ooffff tttttthhhhhhhhheeeeeeee 

NNNoorrtthhh)), aaannnnnddddd DDavidd DDDDoouuuugggllaass HHHHHHHHHHHaaaaaaarrrrrrtttttt fffor their support of this project.


